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The United States incarcerates more people per capita than any
other industrialized nation in the world—about 1 in 100 adults, or
more than 2 million people—while national spending on prisons has
catapulted 400 percent. Given the vast racial disparitiesin
incarceration, the prison system also reinforces race and class
divisions. How and why did we become the world' sleading jailer?
And what can we, as a society, do about it? Reframing the story of
mass incarceration, Heather Schoenfeld illustrates how the
unfinished task of full equality for African Americansled to a series
of policy choices that expanded the government’ s power to punish,
even as they were designed to protect individuals from arbitrary
state violence. Examining civil rights protests, prison condition
lawsuits, sentencing reforms, the War on Drugs, and the rise of
conservative Tea Party politics, Schoenfeld explains why politicians
veered from skepticism of prisons to an embrace of incarceration as
the appropriate response to crime. To reduce the number of people
behind bars, Schoenfeld argues that we must transform the political
incentives for imprisonment and develop a new ideological basis for
punishment.

The History of Newgate Prison

Can the common criminal get afresh start? An essential resource
for former convicts and their families post-incarceration. The
United States has the largest criminal justice system in the world,
with currently over 7 million adults and juvenilesin jail, prison, or
community custody. Because they spend enough time in prison to
disrupt their connections to their families and their communities,
they are not prepared for the difficult and often life-threatening
process of reentry. As aresult, the percentage of these people who
return to alife of crime and additional prison time escalates each
year. Beyond Barsis the most current, practical, and comprehensive
guide for ex-convicts and their families about managing a
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successful reentry into the community and includes: * Tips on how
to prepare for release while still in Prison *Ways to deal with family
members, especially spouses and children *Finding a job * Money
issues such as budgets, bank accounts, taxes, and debt * Avoiding
drugs and other illicit activities * Free resources to rely on for
support

A Country Called Prison

American Prison

ArePrisons Obsolete?

With her characteristic brilliance, grace and radical audacity,
AngelaY. Davis has put the case for the latest abolition movement
in American life: the abolition of the prison. As she quite correctly
notes, American life is replete with abolition movements, and when
they were engaged in these struggles, their chances of success
seemed almost unthinkable. For generations of Americans, the
abolition of slavery was sheerest illusion. Similarly,the entrenched
system of racial segregation seemed to last forever, and generations
lived in the midst of the practice, with few predicting its passage
from custom. The brutal, exploitative (dare one say lucrative?)
convict-lease system that succeeded formal slavery reaped millions
to southern jurisdictions (and untold miseries for tens of thousands
of men, and women). Few predicted its passing from the American
penal landscape. Davis expertly argues how social movements
transformed these social, political and cultural institutions, and
made such practices untenable. In Are Prisons Obsolete?, Professor
Davis seeks to illustrate that the time for the prison is approaching
an end. She argues forthrightly for "decarceration”, and argues for
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the transformation of the society as awhole.

Annual Report of the State Commission of Prisons

The Prison Question

Proceedings of the Annual Congress of the National
Prison Association of the United States

Fourth City

Report on the Prisons and Refor matories of the United
States and Canada, Madeto the L egislature of New
York, January, 1867

Discipline and Punish

Thestart in life

Proceedings of the Annual Congress of the American
Prison Association

Biennial Report of the Michigan State Board of
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Corrections and Charities

San Quentin State Prison, California’ s oldest prison and the
nation’s largest, is notorious for once holding America s most
dangerous prisoners. But in 2008, the Bastille-by-the-Bay became a
beacon for rehabilitation through the prisoner-run newspaper the
San Quentin News. Prison Truth tells the story of how prisoners,
many serving life terms, transformed the prison climate from what
Johnny Cash called aliving hell to an environment that fostered
positive change in inmates’ lives. Award-winning journalist
William J. Drummond takes us behind bars, introducing us to
Arnulfo Garcia, the visionary prisoner who led the revival of the
newspaper. Drummond describes how the San Quentin News, after
atwenty-year shutdown, was recalled to life under an enlightened
warden and the small group of local retired newspaper veterans
serving as advisers, which Drummond joined in 2012. Sharing how
officials cautiously and often unwittingly allowed the newspaper to
tell the stories of the incarcerated, Prison Truth illustrates the power
of prison media to humanize the experiences of peopleinside
penitentiary walls and to forge alliances with social justice networks
seeking reform.

O'Donovan Rossa's Prison Life

A daring journalist goes behind bars to explore the redemptive
power of books with bikers, bank robbers, and gunmen An attack in
London left Ann Walmsley unable to walk alone down the street,
and shook her belief in the fundamental goodness of people. A few
years later, when afriend asked her to participate in a bold new
venture in amen's medium security prison, Ann had to weigh her
curiosity and desire to be of service against her anxiety and fear.
But she signed on, and for eighteen months went to aremote
building at Collins Bay, meeting a group of heavily tattooed book
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club members without the presence of guards or security cameras.
There was no wine and cheese, no plush furnishings. But a book
club on the inside proved to be a place to share ideas and regain a
sense of humanity. For the men, the books were rare prized
possessions, and the meetings were an oasis of safety and arespite
from isolation in an otherwise hostile environment. Having been
judged themselves, they were quick to make judgments about the
books they read. Asthey discussed the obstacles the characters
faced, they revealed glimpses of their own struggles that were
devastating and comic. From The Grapes of Wrath to The Cellist of
Sargjevo, Outliersto Infidel, the book discussions became a
springboard for frank conversations about |oss, anger, redemption,
and loneliness. The Prison Book Club follows six of the book club
members, who kept journals at Walmsley's request and participated
in candid one-on-one conversations. Graham the biker, Frank the
gunman, Ben and Dread the drug dealers, and the robber duo
Gaston and Peter come to life as the author reconciles her
knowledge of their crimes with the individuals themselves, and
followstheir lives as they leave prison. And woven throughout is
the determined and compassionate Carol Finlay, working tirelessly
to expand her program across Canada and into the United States.
The books changed the men and the men changed Walmsley,
allowing her to move beyond her position as avictim. Given the
choice, she'd forsake the company of privileged friends and their
comfortable book club to make the two-hour drive to Collins Bay.

The Prison Book Club

Should prisons attempt reform and uplift inmates or, by means of
principled punishment, deter them from further wrongdoing? This
debate has raged in Western Europe and in the United States at |east
since the late eighteenth century. Joseph F. Spillane examines the
failure of progressive reform in New Y ork State by focusing on
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Coxsackie, aNew Deal reformatory built for young male offenders.
Opened in 1935 to serve "adolescents adrift,” Coxsackie instead
became an unstable and brutalizing prison. From the start, the
liberal impulse underpinning the prison’s mission was
overwhelmed by challenges it was unequipped or unwilling to
face&€” drugs, gangs, and racial conflict. Spillane draws on detailed
prison records to reconstruct alife behind barsin which
"ungovernable" young men posed constant challenges to racial and
cultural order. The New Deal order of the prison was unstable from
the start; the politics of punishment quickly became the politics of
race and social exclusion, and efforts to save liberal reformin
postwar New Y ork only deepened itsfailures. In 1977, inmates took
hostages to focus attention on their grievances. The result was
stricter discipline and an end to any pretense that Coxsackie was a
reform institution. Why did the prison fail? For answers, Spillane
immerses readers in the changing culture and racial makeup of the
U.S. prison system and borrows from studies of colonial prisons,
which emblematized efforts by an exploitative regime to impose
cultural and racial restraint on others. In today’s era of mass
incarceration, prisons have become conflict-ridden warehouses and
powerful symbols of racism and inequality. This account challenges
the conventional wisdom that America's prison crisisis of
comparatively recent vintage, showing instead how aracial and
punitive system of control emerged from the ashes of a progressive
ideal.

I ncar ceration Nations

ThePrison Lettersof Nelson Mandela

A history of the United States prison system and its many changes
over the years.
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Little Book of Restorative Justice for Peoplein Prison

Beyond Bars

An urgent exposé of the mental health crisisin our courts, jails, and
prisons from a veteran public radio journalist. America has made
mental illnessacrime. Jailsin New Y ork, Los Angeles, and
Chicago each house more people with mental illnesses than any
hospital. As many as half of all peoplein Americasjailsand
prisons have a psychiatric disorder. Onein four fatal police
shootings involves a person with such disorders. In this revelatory
book, journalist Alisa Roth goes deep inside the criminal justice
system to show how and why it has become a warehouse where
inmates are denied proper treatment, abused, and punished in ways
that make them sicker. Through intimate stories of peoplein the
system and those trying to fix it, Roth reveals the hidden forces
behind this crisis and suggests how a fairer and more humane
approach might look. Insane is a galvanizing wake-up call for
criminal justice reformers and anyone concerned about the plight of
our most vulnerable.

Transactions of the National Prison Reform Congress

Prison Writing in 20th-century America

After decades of stability from the 1920sto the early 1970s, the rate
of imprisonment in the United States has increased fivefold during
the last four decades. The U.S. pena population of 2.2 million
adultsis by far the largest in the world. Just under one-quarter of the
world's prisoners are held in American prisons. The U.S. rate of

incarceration, with nearly 1 out of every 100 adultsin prison or jail,
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is5 to 10 times higher than the rates in Western Europe and other
democracies. The U.S. prison population is largely drawn from the
most disadvantaged part of the nation's population: mostly men
under age 40, disproportionately minority, and poorly educated.
Prisoners often carry additional deficits of drug and alcohol
addictions, mental and physical illnesses, and lack of work
preparation or experience. The growth of incarceration in the United
States during four decades has prompted numerous critiques and a
growing body of scientific knowledge about what prompted the rise
and what its consequences have been for the people imprisoned,
their families and communities, and for U.S. society. The Growth of
Incarceration in the United States examines research and analysis of
the dramatic rise of incarceration rates and its affects. This study
makes the case that the United States has gone far past the point
where the numbers of people in prison can be justified by social
benefits and has reached alevel where these high rates of
incarceration themselves constitute a source of injustice and social
harm. The Growth of Incarceration in the United States examines
policy changes that created an increasingly punitive political
climate and offers specific policy advice in sentencing policy,
prison policy, and socia policy. The report also identifies important
research questions that must be answered to provide afirmer basis
for policy. Thisreport isacall for change in the way society views
criminals, punishment, and prison. This landmark study assesses the
evidence and itsimplications for public policy to inform an
extensive and thoughtful public debate about and reconsideration of
policies.

Prison Work as a Car eer

Transactions of the National Prison Congress
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Coxsackie

Jeremiah O'Donovan Rossa (1831-1915) was an Irish Fenian leader.
In 1865, he was charged with plotting a Fenian uprising, put on trial
for high treason and sentenced to penal servitude for life. He served
histime in Pentonville, Portland, and Chatham prisons, among
others. He was finally released on the understanding that he would
not return to Ireland and moved to the United States in 1870. His
tale of famine, leek porridge, tight irons, taking an airing in the
exercise yard, and working in the quarriesis a disturbing portrayal
of another age, regardless of one's political point of view. Press
opinions at rear, along with advertising for the author's own hotel.

The State of Corrections

In this brilliant work, the most influential philosopher since Sartre
suggests that such vaunted reforms as the abolition of torture and
the emergence of the modern penitentiary have merely shifted the
focus of punishment from the prisoner's body to his soul.

American Prisonsand Jails: Supplemental report :
case studies of new legislation gover ning sentencing
and release

Restorative justice, with its emphasis on identifying the justice
needs of everyone involved in acrime, is helping restore prisoners
sense of humanity while holding them accountable for their actions.
Toews, with years of experience in prison work, shows how these
practices can change prison culture and society. Written for an
incarcerated audience, and for al those who work with peoplein
prison, this book also clearly outlines the experiences and needs of
this under-represented part of our society. A titlein The Little

Books of Justice and Peacebuilding Series.
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The Prison Angel

As the place where prisoners, male and female, awaited tria,
execution or transportation Newgate was Britains most feared gaol
for over 700 years. It probably best known today from the novels of
Charles Dickens including Barnaby Rudge and Great
Expectations.But there is much is more to Newgate than nineteenth
century notoriety. In the seventeenth century it saw the exploits of
legendary escaper and thief Jack Sheppard. Author Daniel Defoe
who was imprisoned there for seditious libel, playwright Ben
Jonson for murder, the Captain Kidd for piracy were among its most
famous inmates. This book takes you from the gaols 12th century
beginningsto itsfinal closurein 1904 and looks at daily life,
developments in the treatment of prisoners from the use of torture to
penal reform aswell as magjor eventsin its history.

The Growth of Incarceration in the United States

Building the Prison State

Annual report of the executive committee of the Prison
Association of New York. v. 26, 1870

In this crucial study, named one of the Washington Post's Notable
Nonfiction Books of 2016 and now in paperback, Baz Dreisinger
goes behind bars in nine countries to investigate the current
conditions in prisons worldwide. Beginning in Africaand ending in
Europe, Incarceration Nationsis afirst-person odyssey through the
prison systems of the world. Professor, journalist, and founder of
the Prison-to-College-Pipeline program, Dreisinger looks into the

human stories of incarcerated men and women and those who
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imprison them, creating ajarring, poignant view of aworld to
which most are denied.

Prison Construction Plans and Policy

"The United Statesis the world leader in incarceration. We
imprison 716 people out of every 100,000 - compare that to Canada
(118), France (101), Mexico (210), Japan (51) even Russia can only
manage a prison population rate of 472. The total US prison
population is over 2.25 million, greater than the population of 100
different countries. In fact, if the US prison system were a country,
it would be the 142nd most popul ous nation on earth, falling
between Jamaica and Namibia. But besides comparisons based on
sheer numbers, what might we learn if we viewed prison as a
country? In A Country Called Prison, Mary Looman and John Carl
will use this question as the starting point for a novel thought
experiment”--

Prisons and Prayer

One of NPR's Great Reads of 2018 An unforgettable portrait of one
of the most inspiring historical figures of the twentieth century,
published on the centenary of his birth. Arrested in 1962 as South
Africa’s apartheid regime intensified its brutal campaign against
political opponents, forty-four-year-old lawyer and African
National Congress activist Nelson Mandela had no idea that he
would spend the next twenty-seven yearsin jail. During his 10,052
days of incarceration, the future leader of South Africawrote a
multitude of letters to unyielding prison authorities, fellow activists,
government officials, and, most memorably, to his courageous wife,
Winnie, and hisfive children. Now, 255 of these |etters, many of
which have never been published, provide exceptional insight into
how Mandela maintained hisinner spirits while living in almost
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complete isolation, and how he engaged with an outside world that
became increasingly outraged by his plight. Organized
chronologically and divided by the four venues in which he was
held as a sentenced prisoner, The Prison Letters of Nelson Mandela
beginsin Pretoria Local Prison, where Mandelawas held following
his 1962 trial. In 1964, Mandela was taken to Robben Island Prison,
where a stark existence was lightened only by visits and letters from
family. After eighteen years, Mandela was transferred to Pollsmoor
Prison, alarge complex outside of Cape Town with beds and better
food, but where he and four of his comrades were confined to a
rooftop cell, apart from the rest of the prison population. Finaly,
Mandela was taken to Victor Verster Prison in 1988, where he was
held until his release on February 11, 1990. With accompanying
facsimiles of some of his actual letters, this landmark volume
reveals how Mandela, alawyer by training, advocated for

prisoners’ human rights. It reveals him to be aloving father, who
wrote to his daughter, “1 sometimes wish science could invent
miracles and make my daughter get her missing birthday cards and
have the pleasure of knowing that her Paloves her,” aware that
photos and letters he sent had simply disappeared. More painful still
are the letters written in 1969, when Mandela—forbidden from
attending the funerals of his mother and his son Thembi—was
reduced to consoling family members through correspondence. Y et,
what emerges most powerfully is Mandela s unfaltering optimism:
“Honour belongs to those who never forsake the truth even when
things seem dark & grim, who try over and & over again, who are
never discouraged by insults, humiliation & even defeat.” Whether
providing unwavering support to his also-imprisoned wife or
outlining a human-rights philosophy that resonates today, The
Prison Letters of Nelson Mandela reveals the heroism of a man who
refused to compromise his moral valuesin the face of extraordinary
punishment. Ultimately, these letters position Mandela as one of the
most inspiring figures of the twentieth century. From The Prison

Letters of Nelson Mandela“A new world will be won not by those
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who stand at a distance with their arms folded, but by those who are
in the arena, whose garments are torn by storms & whose bodies are
maimed in the course of contest.” “| am convinced that floods of
personal disaster can never drown a determined revolutionary nor
can the cumulus of misery that accompanies tragedy suffocate

him.” “My respect for human beingsis based, not on the colour of a
man’ s skin nor authority he may wield, but purely on merit.” “A
good pen can also remind us of the happiest momentsin our lives,
bring noble ideas into our dens, our blood & our souls. It can turn
tragedy into hope & victory.”

The Journal of Prison Discipline and Philanthropy

Gathers over sixty selections written while incarcerated by such
authors as Malcolm X, Assata Shakur, Jim Etheridge, Edward
Bunker, Nathan Heard, Jim Tully, and Kim Wozencraft

Prison inmatesin medical research

Traces the history of prison reform in the United States, as the
reformers attempts to set up a system that would deter further crime
and rehabilitate convicts come into conflict with the need to punish
and the inherent character of imprisonment

Insane

At 2.26 million, incarcerated Americans not only outhnumber the
nation’ s fourth-largest city, they make up a national constituency
bound by a shared condition. Fourth City: Essays from the Prison in
America presents more than seventy essays from twenty-seven
states, written by incarcerated Americans chronicling their
experience inside. In essays as moving as they are eloquent, the
authors speak out against a national prison complex that fails so
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badly at the task of rehabilitation that 60% of the 650,000
Americans released each year return to prison. These essays
document the authors' efforts at self-help, the institutional
resistance such efforts meet at nearly every turn, and the impact, in
money and lives, that this resistance has on the public. Directly
confronting the images of prisons and prisoners manufactured by
popular media, so-called reality TV, and for-profit local and
national news sources, Fourth City recognizes American prisoners
as our primary, frontline witnesses to the dysfunction of the largest
prison system on earth. Filled with deeply personal stories of
coping, survival, resistance, and transformation, Fourth City should
be read by every American who believes that law should achieve
order in the cause of justice rather than at its cost.

Annual Report of the Executive Committee of the
Prison Association of New York

"In 2014, Shane Bauer was hired for $9 an hour to work as an entry-
level prison guard at a private prison in Winnfield, Louisiana. An
award-winning investigative journalist, he used his real name; there
was no meaningful background check. Four months later, his
employment came to an abrupt end In [this book], Bauer weaves a
reckoning with his experiences together with a history of for-profit
prisonsin Americafrom their origins in the decades before the Civil
War"--

L ocked Up

Prison Truth

The winners of the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for international reporting

tell the astonishing story of Mary Clarke. At the age of fifty, Clarke
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left her comfortable life in suburban Los Angelesto follow a
spiritual calling to care for the prisoners in one of Mexico's most
notorious jails. She actually moved into acell to live among drug
king pins and petty thieves. She has led many of them through
profound spiritual transformations in which they turned away from
their lives of crime, and has deeply touched the lives of all who
have witnessed the depth of her compassion. Donning a nun's habit,
she became Mother Antonia, renowned as "the prison angel," and
has now organized a new community of sisters-the Servants of the
Eleventh Hour—widows and divorced women seeking new meaning
in their lives. "We had never heard a story like hers," Jordan and
Sullivan write, "a story of such powerful goodness." Born in
Beverly Hills, Clarke was raised around the glamour of Hollywood
and looked like a star herself, a beautiful blonde reminiscent of
Grace Kélly. The choreographer Busby Berkeley spotted her at a
restaurant and offered her ajob, but Mary's dream wasto be a
happy wife and mother. She raised seven children, but her two
unfulfilling marriages ended in divorce. Then in the late 1960s, in
midlife, she began devoting herself to charity work, realizing she
had an extraordinary talent for drumming up donations for the sick
and poor. On one charity mission across the Mexican border to the
drug-trafficking capitol of Tijuana, she visited La Mesa prison and
experienced an intense feeling that she had found her truelife's
work. Assherecalls, "l felt like | had come home." Receiving the
blessings of the Catholic Church for her mission, on March 19,
1977, at the age of fifty, she moved into acell in LaMesa, sleeping
on abunk with female prisoners above and below her. Nearly
twenty-eight years later sheis till living in that cell, and the
remarkable power of her spiritual counseling to the prisoners has
become legendary. The story of both one woman's profound journey
of discovery and growth and of the deep spiritual awakenings she
has called forth in so many lost souls, The Prison Angel is an
astonishing testament to the powers of personal transformation.
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The Prison Reform Movement
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