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An Anthology of Russian Folk Epics
In 1996 Bryon MacWilliams left the relative stability of the United States for the chaos of post-Soviet
Russia and stayed. Over the course of nearly twelve years he reported on academe and the sciences for
the world's leading publications and sought out the best baths—or banyas—everywhere he went. His
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story of Russia through its cult of steam begins on a frosty Sunday morning in a gypsy cab traveling to a
bathhouse in Moscow, where the steam is conjured by an out-of-work carpenter named Grisha, who
takes on MacWilliams as a kind of apprentice, allowing him into an otherwise closed world through
which MacWilliams could see himself, and Russia, with different eyes. The Russian bathers insist, only
half-jokingly, that the American is a spy. Writing in a highly engaging style, MacWilliams travels the
country to convey the breadth of banya culture and what it means to steam, a process that is at once a
simple cleansing and a deep purification. It awakens the body and quiets the mind, generating waves of
good feeling akin to an endorphin high. Each chapter of this splendid book is an episode—spanning
from several hours to several days—from the Far North, Moscow, the Ural Mountains, the Solovetsky
Islands, and a southern stretch of the Volga River. With Light Steam, the title is derived from the phrase
used in banyas in lieu of goodbye, is the only book in English devoted to the banya and the only volume
in any language to present Russia through the lens of its bath culture, the most Russian thing there is.
General readers and scholars alike will be enchanted with this unforgettable portrait of a people and a
millennia-spanning tradition.

The Exception
High class Moscow hooker A. Huli is foxy in more ways than one . . . And when a client goes
inexplicably and fatally berserk at the sight of her in his luxury suite she has to employ all of her cunning
to escape. But it's not until she places an ad on the internet that trouble really begins to kick off, as the
journey she takes catapults her into a world of perverts, former KGB agents, oil tycoons and amorous
werewolves.
Page 2/25

Free Copy PDF The Possessed Adventures With Russian Books And The
People Who Read Them
How Bad Writing Destroyed the World
Essays by former editor of Gawker.com—and the new female voice of her generation. In And the Heart
Says Whatever, Emily Gould tells the truth about becoming an adult in New York City in the first
decade of the twenty-first century, alongside bartenders, bounty hunters, bloggers, bohemians, socialites,
and bankers. These are essays about failing at pet parenthood, suspending lust during the long moment
in which a dude selects the perfect soundtrack from his iTunes library, and leaving one life behind to
begin a new one (but still taking the G train back to visit the old one sometimes). For everyone who has
ever had a job she wishes she didn't, felt inchoate ambition sour into resentment, ended a relationship,
regretted a decision, or told a secret to exactly the wrong person, these stories will be achingly familiar.
At once a road map of what not to do and a document of what's possible, this book heralds the arrival of
a writer who decodes the new challenges of our post-private lives, and the age-old intricacies of the
human heart.

Russian History: A Very Short Introduction
Writing was the central passion of Emerson’s life. While his thoughts on the craft are well developed in
“The Poet,” “The American Scholar,” Nature, “Goethe,” and “Persian Poetry,” less well
known are the many pages in his private journals devoted to the relationship between writing and
reading. Here, for the first time, is the Concord Sage’s energetic, exuberant, and unconventional
advice on the idea of writing, focused and distilled by the preeminent Emerson biographer at work
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today. Emerson advised that “the way to write is to throw your body at the mark when your arrows are
spent.” First We Read, Then We Write contains numerous such surprises—from “every word we
speak is million-faced” to “talent alone cannot make a writer”—but it is no mere collection of
aphorisms and exhortations. Instead, in Robert Richardson’s hands, the biographical and historical
context in which Emerson worked becomes clear. Emerson’s advice grew from his personal
experience; in practically every moment of his adult life he was either preparing to write, trying to write,
or writing. Richardson shows us an Emerson who is no granite bust but instead is a fully fleshed, creative
person disarmingly willing to confront his own failures. Emerson urges his readers to try
anything—strategies, tricks, makeshifts—speaking not only of the nuts and bolts of writing but also of the
grain and sinew of his determination. Whether a writer by trade or a novice, every reader will find
something to treasure in this volume. Fearlessly wrestling with “the birthing stage of art,” Emerson’s
counsel on being a reader and writer will be read and reread for years to come.

Android Karenina
Literary history meets economic policy in this entertaining polemic on the ethical and potentially
destructive power of terrible literature.

The Possessed
One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year THE TRUE BUT UNLIKELY STORIES OF LIVES
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DEVOTED—ABSURDLY! MELANCHOLICALLY! BEAUTIFULLY!—TO THE RUSSIAN
CLASSICS No one who read Elif Batuman's first article (in the journal n+1) will ever forget it. "Babel in
California" told the true story of various human destinies intersecting at Stanford University during a
conference about the enigmatic writer Isaac Babel. Over the course of several pages, Batuman managed
to misplace Babel's last living relatives at the San Francisco airport, uncover Babel's secret influence on
the making of King Kong, and introduce her readers to a new voice that was unpredictable, comic,
humane, ironic, charming, poignant, and completely, unpretentiously full of love for literature.
Batuman's subsequent pieces—for The New Yorker, Harper's Magazine, and the London Review of
Books— have made her one of the most sought-after and admired writers of her generation, and its best
traveling companion. In The Possessed we watch her investigate a possible murder at Tolstoy's ancestral
estate. We go with her to Stanford, Switzerland, and St. Petersburg; retrace Pushkin's wanderings in the
Caucasus; learn why Old Uzbek has one hundred different words for crying; and see an eighteenthcentury ice palace reconstructed on the Neva. Love and the novel, the individual in history, the
existential plight of the graduate student: all find their place in The Possessed. Literally and
metaphorically following the footsteps of her favorite authors, Batuman searches for the answers to the
big questions in the details of lived experience, combining fresh readings of the great Russians, from
Pushkin to Platonov, with the sad and funny stories of the lives they continue to influence—including her
own.

Travels in Siberia
In the summer of 2009, Miranda July was struggling to finish writing the screenplay for her muchPage 5/25
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anticipated second film. During her increasingly long lunch breaks, she began to obsessively read the
PennySaver, the iconic classifieds booklet that reached everywhere and seemed to come from nowhere.
Who was the person selling the "Large leather Jacket,, $10"? It seemed important to find out - or at least
it was a great distraction from the screenplay. Accompanied by photographer Brigitte Sire, July
crisscrossed Los Angeles to meet a random selection of PennySaver sellers, glimpsing thirteen
surprisingly moving and profoundly specific realities, along the way shaping her film, and herself, in
unexpected ways.Elegantly blending narrative, interviews, and photographs with July's off-kilter honesty
and deadpan humor, this is a story of procrastination and inspiration, isolation and connection, and
grabbing hold of the invisible world.

From Russia, With Love
"When New Yorker staff writer Lauren Collins moves to Geneva, Switzerland, she decides to learn
French--not just to be able to go about her day-to-day life, but in order to be closer to her French
husband and his family. When in French is at once a hilarious and idiosyncratic memoir about the things
we do for love, and an exploration across cultures and history into how we learn languages, and what
they say about who we are"--

The Essays of Leonard Michaels
There are many souls, very far away, in grave danger. They dwell in the triple star system known as
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EPHAIDRIA, its four living worlds inhabited by eight thriving civilizations. Among them, an abducted
race of humans face genocide. Astral entities have invaded, infiltrating their victim's nightmares and
consuming the dark energy created by their fear. Ephaidria's only hope? Four Earthlings from the Milky
Way, each in possession of a unique paranormal power. Clairaudience - The ability to perceive other's
thoughts. Claircognizance - The capacity to sense an imminent moment. Clairvoyance - The gift to
glimpse the near and distant future. And the most significant . . . the power of healing. Following the
onset of identical dreams, these extraordinary humans are drawn together by a series of serendipitous
events. With the help of earthly spirits, they are guided to a mystical archway of light, summoning them
to depart on an epic adventure.

Suicide as a Cultural Institution in Dostoevsky's Russia
As Viv Groskop knows from personal experience, everything that has ever happened to a person has
already happened in the Russian classics: from not being sure what to do with your life (Anna Karenina),
to being hopelessly in love with someone who doesn’t love you back (Turgenev’s A Month in the
Country), or being socially anxious about your appearance (all of Chekhov’s work). In The Anna
Karenina Fix, a sort of literary self-help memoir, Groskop mines these and other works, as well as the
lives of their celebrated creators, and her own experiences as a student of Russian, to answer the
question “How should you live your life?” This is a charming and fiercely intelligent book, a love
letter to Russian literature and an exploration of the answers these writers found to life’s questions.
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The Sacred Book of the Werewolf
NONFICTION FROM "ONE OF THE STRONGEST AND MOST ARRESTING PROSE
TALENTS OF HIS GENERATION" (LARRY MCMURTRY) Leonard Michaels was a writer of
unfailing emotional honesty. His memoirs, originally scattered through his story collections, are among
the most thrilling evocations of growing up in the New York of the 1950s and '60s—and of continuing to
grow up, in the cultural turmoil of the '70s and '80s, as a writer, teacher, lover, and reader. The same
honesty and excitement shine in Michaels's highly personal commentaries on culture and art. Whether
he's asking what makes a story, reviewing the history of the word "relationship," or reflecting on sex in
the movies, he is funny, penetrating, surprising, always alive on the page. The Essays of Leonard
Michaels is the definitive collection of his nonfiction and shows, yet again, why Michaels was singled out
for praise by fellow writers as diverse as Susan Sontag, Larry McMurtry, William Styron, and Charles
Baxter. Beyond autobiography or criticism, it is the record of a sensibility and of a style that is
unmatched in American letters.

This Is Not Propaganda
(Kashirina), M. N. Berkov, Iosif Stalin, Vyacheslav Polonsky, Clara Malraux, Kornei Chukovsky, Erwin
Sinko, Antonina Pirozhkova, Dmitry Furmanov, and others. Many of these materials appear in English
for the first time." ""Criticism" brings together five major assessments of Babel's legacy, by Viktor
Shklovsky, Semyon Budyonny, Lionel Trilling, Efraim Sicher, and Gregory Freidin." "A Chronology
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and a Selected Bibliography complete this Norton Critical Edition." --Book Jacket.

The Idiot
A haunted woman's reclusively ordered world is thrown into chaos by a houseguest who bullies her into
reality and brings love into her life. A first novel by the best-selling author of No One Belongs Here
More Than You. 125,000 first printing.

The Complete Works of Isaac Babel
A leading international authority discusses all aspects of Russian history, from the struggle by the state to
control society to the transformation of the nation into a multi-ethnic empire, Russia's relations with the
West and the post-Soviet era. Original.

Notes from the Underground
The year is 1995, and email is new. Selin, the daughter of Turkish immigrants, arrives for her freshman
year at Harvard where she signs up for classes in subjects she has never heard of, befriends her
charismatic Serbian classmate, Svetlana, and, almost by accident, begins corresponding with Ivan, an
older mathematics student. Selin may have barely spoken to Ivan, but with each email they exchange,
the act of writing seems to take on new and increasingly mysterious meanings. When the school year
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ends, Ivan goes to Budapest and Selin heads to the Hungarian countryside. Her summer does not
resonate with anything she has previously heard about the typical experiences of college students, but
rather is the beginning of a journey further inside herself: a coming to grips with the ineffable and
exhilarating confusion of first love, and with the growing consciousness that she is doomed to become a
writer.

De Chirico's Threads
Batuman searches for the answers to the big questions in the details of lived experience, combining fresh
readings of the great Russians with the sad and funny stories of the lives they continue to
influence--including her own.

Postmodernist Fiction
MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS The Russians wanted to liquidate James Bond—ace British
secret agent—in a way that would embarrass England. So they lined up their best team to pull off the
job! Tatiana Romanova—an alluring brunette seductress who looks like Garbo although her heart
belongs to the State. Red Grant—a renegade Irish hired assassin, who likes to kill for kicks. Rosa
Klebb—head of Otydel II, department of torture and death, a hideous woman with a lust for inflicting
excruciating torment. The master conspirators devise a trap designed to eliminate Bond on a perilous
journey from Istanbul to Paris via the lush Orient Express. A trip on which Bond makes passionate love
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to one of his captors as he fights desperately to protect his life from the others, while the train speeds
towards its ultimate, awful rendezvous with death! JAMES BOND becomes the target of the RUSSIAN
MURDER ORGANIZATION, SMERSH The deadly and sinister SMERSH sets a trap to catch and
kill James Bond, ace British spy with a weakness for women and wine, and they bait it with a beautiful
brunette. But they don’t count on her falling in love with her victimafter she has seduced him!! “One
of the most outrageously entertaining thrillers ever contrived.”—New York World Telegram and Sun.

Out of Sheer Rage
Collection of poems and verse-drama. Title of verse-drama: De Chirico's threads.

We Came, We Saw, We Left: A Family Gap Year
Be the detective ! Find the clues, lift the flaps and read the secret facts to solve the Mystery of the Russian
Ruby. Solve it once, solve it twice, solve it thrice.

A Bright and Guilty Place
When information is a weapon, every opinion is an act of war. We live in a world of influence operations
run amok, where dark ads, psyops, hacks, bots, soft facts, ISIS, Putin, trolls, and Trump seek to shape
our very reality. In this surreal atmosphere created to disorient us and undermine our sense of truth,
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we've lost not only our grip on peace and democracy--but our very notion of what those words even
mean. Peter Pomerantsev takes us to the front lines of the disinformation age, where he meets Twitter
revolutionaries and pop-up populists, "behavioral change" salesmen, Jihadi fanboys, Identitarians, truth
cops, and many others. Forty years after his dissident parents were pursued by the KGB, Pomerantsev
finds the Kremlin re-emerging as a great propaganda power. His research takes him back to Russia--but
the answers he finds there are not what he expected. Blending reportage, family history, and intellectual
adventure, This Is Not Propaganda explores how we can reimagine our politics and ourselves when
reality seems to be coming apart.

Loner
A wise, sensitive novel about Russia, exile, family, love, history and fate, this work asks what people owe
the place they were born, and in return, what it owes them. A New York Times Editors' Choice, named
a Best Book of 2018 by Bookforum, Nylon, Esquire, and Vulture.

Return to Moscow
An extensive introduction provides basic information about Russian epics, their historical background,
their poetics, the history of their collection, their performance context, and their main interpretations. In
addition, their is a short introduction to each song, explaining its plot, allusions, and interpretations. A
glossary of common terms and a selected bibliography of studies about the Russian epic in English and
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Russian are also included in the volume.

It Chooses You
Presents the collected short stories of a master of the form, along with his letters, plays, diaries, and
screenplays.

Friendship
Roaming from Tashkent to San Francisco, this is the true story of one budding writer's strange
encounters with the fanatics who are devoted - absurdly! melancholically! ecstatically! - to the Russian
classics. Combining fresh readings of the great Russians from Gogol to Goncharov with the sad and
funny stories of the lives they continue to influence, The Possessed introduces a brilliant and distinctive
new voice: comic, humane, charming, poignant and completely, and unpretentiously, full of an
infectious love for literature.

The Possessed
A fascinating, bottom-up exploration of contemporary Russian politics that sheds new light on why
Putin's grip on power is more fragile then we think What do ordinary Russians think of Putin? Who are
his supporters? And why might their support now be faltering? Alive with the voices and experiences of
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ordinary Russians and elites alike, Sam Greene and Graeme Robertson craft a compellingly original
account of contemporary Russian politics. Telling the story of Putin's rule through pivotal episodes such
as the aftermath of the "For Fair Elections" protests, the annexation of Crimea, and the War in Eastern
Ukraine, Greene and Robertson draw on interviews, surveys, social media data, and leaked documents
to reveal how hard Putin has to work to maintain broad popular support, while exposing the changing
tactics that the Kremlin has used to bolster his popularity. Unearthing the ambitions, emotions, and
divisions that fuel Russian politics, this book illuminates the crossroads to which Putin has led his country
and shows why his rule is more fragile than it appears.

Ephaidria
Charlie Wheelan and his family do what others dream of: They take a year off to travel the world. This
is their story. What would happen if you quit your life for a year? In a pre–COVID-19 world, the
Wheelan family decided to find out; leaving behind work, school, and even the family dogs to travel the
world on a modest budget. Equal parts "how-to" and "how-not-to"—and with an eye toward a world
emerging from a pandemic—We Came, We Saw, We Left is the insightful and often hilarious account of
one family’s gap-year experiment. Wheelan paints a picture of adventure and connectivity, juggling
themes of local politics, global economics, and family dynamics while exploring answers to questions like:
How do you sneak out of a Peruvian town that has been barricaded by the local army? And where can
you get treatment for a flesh-eating bacteria your daughter picked up two continents ago? From
Colombia to Cambodia, We Came, We Saw, We Left chronicles nine months across six continents with
three teenagers. What could go wrong?
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When in French
In this trenchant and lively study Brian McHale undertakes to construct a version of postmodernist
fiction which encompasses forms as wide-ranging as North American metafiction, Latin American magic
realism, the French New New Novel, concrete prose and science fiction. Considering a variety of
theoretical approaches including those of Ingarden, Eco, Dolezel, Pavel, and Hrushovski, McHale shows
that the common denominator is postmodernist fiction's ability to thrust its own ontological status into
the foreground and to raise questions about the world (or worlds) in which we live. Exploiting various
theoretical approaches to literary ontology - those of Ingarden, Eco, Dolezel, Pavel, Hrushovski and
others - and ranging widely over contemporary world literature, McHale assembles a comprehensive
repertoire of postmodernist fiction's strategies of world-making and -unmaking.

The Mystery of the Russian Ruby
“Powerful.” —Maureen Corrigan, NPR’s Fresh Air Named a best book of the year by NPR, Kirkus
Reviews, and BookPage David Federman has never felt appreciated. An academically gifted yet painfully
forgettable member of his New Jersey high school class, the withdrawn, mild-mannered freshman arrives
at Harvard fully expecting to be embraced by a new tribe of high-achieving peers. Initially, however, his
social prospects seem unlikely to change, sentencing him to a lifetime of anonymity. Then he meets
Veronica Morgan Wells. Struck by her beauty, wit, and sophisticated Manhattan upbringing, David
becomes instantly infatuated. Determined to win her attention and an invite into her glamorous world,
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he begins compromising his moral standards for this one, great shot at happiness. But both Veronica and
David, it turns out, are not exactly as they seem. Loner turns the traditional campus novel on its head as
it explores ambition, class, and gender politics. It is a stunning and timely literary achievement from one
of the rising stars of American fiction.

Isaac Babel's Selected Writings (Norton Critical Editions)
Forty-eight years ago, a young and apprehensive Tony Kevin set off with his family on his first
diplomatic posting, to Moscow at the height of the Cold War. In the Russian winter of 2016 he returns
alone, a private citizen, aged 73. What will he find? How has Russia changed since those grim Soviet
days? Tony Kevin had a successful and challenging diplomatic career, ending with ambassadorships to
Poland (1991-94) and Cambodia (1994-97). He now applies his attention to Vladimir Putin's Russia, a
government and nation routinely demonized and disdained in Western capitals. Why does President
Putin arouse such a high level of Western antagonism? Is the West throwing away the lessons of recent
history in recklessly drifting into a perilous and unnecessary new Cold War confrontation against Russia?
The author invites readers to see this great nation anew: to explore with him the complex roots of
Russian national identity and values, drawing on its traumatic recent seventy-year Soviet Communist
past and its momentous thousand-year history as a great Orthodox Christian nation that has both loved
and feared 'the West, ' and which the West has loved and feared back in equal measure. Tony Kevin's
previous books include A Certain Maritime Incident: the sinking of SIEV X (2004) and Reluctant
Rescuers (2012) on Australia's well-resourced maritime border protection system. He published a travel
memoir Walking the Camino (2007) about his long pilgrimage walk through Spain in 2006. In 2009,
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Crunch Time tackled issues, still unresolved, of framing an effective Australian policy against global
warming. [Subject: Non-Fiction, Travel Memoir, Russian Studies

First We Read, Then We Write
Winner of the Lannan Literary Award for Poetry (2017) Acclaimed poet Shane McCrae’s latest
collection is a book about freedom told through stories of captivity. Historical persona poems and a
prose memoir at the center of the book address the illusory freedom of both black and white Americans.
In the book’s three sequences, McCrae explores the role mass entertainment plays in oppression, he
confronts the myth that freedom can be based upon the power to dominate others, and, in poems about
the mixed-race child adopted by Jefferson Davis in the last year of the Civil War, he interrogates the
infrequently examined connections between racism and love. A reader’s companion is available at
wesleyan.edu/wespress/readerscompanions.

A Terrible Country
FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD "In the spirit of Julian
Barnes's Flaubert's Parrot and Alain de Botton's How Proust Can Change Your Life, Mr. Dyer's Out of
Sheer Rage keeps circling its subject in widening loops and then darting at it when you least expect it . . .
a wild book."--Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times Geoff Dyer was a talented young
writer, full of energy and reverence for the craft, and determined to write a study of D. H. Lawrence. But
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he was also thinking about a novel, and about leaving Paris, and maybe moving in with his girlfriend in
Rome, or perhaps traveling around for a while. Out of Sheer Rage is Dyer's account of his struggle to
write the Lawrence book--a portrait of a man tormented, exhilarated, and exhausted. Dyer travels all
over the world, grappling not only with his fascinating subject but with all the glorious distractions and
needling anxieties that define the life of a writer.

The Year of Needy Girls
With Light Steam
A novel about two friends learning the difference between getting older and growing up Bev Tunney and
Amy Schein have been best friends for years; now, at thirty, they're at a crossroads. Bev is a Midwestern
striver still mourning a years-old romantic catastrophe. Amy is an East Coast princess whose luck and
charm have too long allowed her to cruise through life. Bev is stuck in circumstances that would have
barely passed for bohemian in her mid-twenties: temping, living with roommates, drowning in studentloan debt. Amy is still riding the tailwinds of her early success, but her habit of burning bridges is finally
catching up to her. And now Bev is pregnant. As Bev and Amy are dragged, kicking and screaming, into
real adulthood, they have to face the possibility that growing up might mean growing apart. Friendship,
Emily Gould's debut novel, traces the evolution of a friendship with humor and wry sympathy. Gould
examines the relationship between two women who want to help each other but sometimes can't help
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themselves; who want to make good decisions but sometimes fall prey to their own worst impulses; whose
generous intentions are sometimes overwhelmed by petty concerns. This is a novel about the way we
speak and live today; about the ways we disappoint and betray one another. At once a meditation on the
modern meaning of maturity and a timeless portrait of the underexamined bond that exists between
friends, this exacting and truthful novel is a revelation.

Putin v. the People
In the popular and scientific imagination, suicide has always been an enigmatic act that defies, and yet
demands, explanation. Throughout the centuries, philosophers and writers, journalists and scientists
have attempted to endow this act with meaning. In the nineteenth century, and especially in Russia,
suicide became the focus for discussion of such issues as the immortality of the soul, free will and
determinism, the physical and the spiritual, the individual and the social. Analyzing a variety of
sources—medical reports, social treatises, legal codes, newspaper articles, fiction, private documents left
by suicides—Irina Paperno describes the search for the meaning of suicide. Paperno focuses on Russia of
the 1860s–1880s, when suicide was at the center of public attention.

The House by the Dvina
Four women – intimate with the psychology of evil – work together for a small nonprofit that
disseminates information on genocide. When two of them receive death threats, they immediately
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believe the messages come from one of their recently profiled war criminals. As the tensions mount
among the women, each discovers that none of the others is exactly the person they seem to be. Their
obsession with tracking down the killer turns into a witch hunt: one by one, the women dismiss the idea
that the threats were sent from the outside and begin to suspect each other, disclosing the jealousies and
contempt that have been simmering just beneath the surface. A tautly woven philosophical drama with
all the trimmings of an electrifying murder mystery, The Exception heralds Christian Jungersen as a
gifted storyteller and keen observer of the human psyche. From the Hardcover edition.

The Anna Karenina Fix
Best Book of the Year The Los Angeles Times • The Washington Post Los Angeles was the fastest
growing city in the world, mad with oil fever, get-rich-quick schemes, and celebrity scandals. It was also
rife with organized crime, with a mayor in the pocket of the syndicates and a DA taking bribes to throw
trials. In A Bright and Guilty Place, Richard Rayner narrates the entwined lives of two men, Dave Clark
and Leslie White, who were caught up in the crimes, murders, and swindles of the day. Over a few
transformative years, as the boom times shaded into the Depression, the adventures of Clark and White
would inspire pulp fiction and replace L.A.’s reckless optimism with a new cynicism. Together, theirs is
the tale of how the city of sunshine went noir. From the Trade Paperback edition.

In the Language of My Captor
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A Lambda Award finalist that “recalls both Hellman’s The Children’s Hour and Lehane’s Mystic
River in a story about murder and false accusations” (The Bay Area Reporter). Bradley, Massachusetts,
is in many ways a typical small New England town, but a river divides it in half—on one side, the East
End: crowded triple-deckers, the Most Precious Blood parish, and a Brazilian immigrant community;
and on the other, the West End: renovated Victorians, Brandywine Academy, and families with last
names as venerable as the Mayflower. Deirdre Murphy and her partner Sara Jane (SJ) Edmonds have
just moved to their first house—and for the first time are open in their relationship—in the West End,
where Deirdre teaches at Brandywine Academy. A dedicated teacher from a working-class background,
she is well loved by her students. But the murder of ten-year-old Leo Rivera from the East End changes
everything—for Deirdre and SJ, for the girls at Brandywine, and for all of Bradley. And when Deirdre is
falsely accused of sexually molesting one of her students, the entire town erupts. “From a landscape
peopled with supportive neighbors, coworkers and lovers of all types, Smith erases the certainty
underlying characters’ beliefs and sets them tumbling into chaos. The Year of Needy Girls is an
intelligent and captivating read that will spur readers to question their own truths.”—VA Living
Magazine “Smith conveys the impact of this prejudicial hostility on two young women who are
struggling to make their way in an intolerant world with a tender and delicate understanding in this
nuanced tale of identity and misperception, connection and alienation.”—Booklist “A provoking
read.”—Publishers Weekly

The Possessed
The House by the Dvina is the riveting story of two families separated in culture and geography but
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bound together by a Russian-Scottish marriage. It includes episodes as romantic and dramatic as any in
fiction: the purchase by the author's great-grandfather of a peasant girl with whom he had fallen in love;
the desperate sledge journey in the depths of winter made by her grandmother to intercede with Tsar
Aleksandr II for her husband; the extraordinary courtship of her parents; and her Scottish granny being
caught up in the abortive revolution of 1905. Eugenie Fraser herself was brought up in Russia but was
taken on visits to Scotland. She marvellously evokes a child's reactions to two totally different
environments, sets of customs and family backgrounds, while the characters are beautifully drawn and
splendidly memorable. With the events of 1914 to 1920 - the war with Germany, the Revolution, the
murder of the Tsar and the withdrawal of the Allied Intervention in the north - came the disintegration
of Russia and of family life. The stark realities of hunger, deprivation and fear are sharply contrasted
with the adventures of childhood. The reader shares the family's suspense and concern about the fates of
its members and relives with Eugenie her final escape to Scotland. In The House by the Dvina, Eugenie
Fraser has vividly and poignantly portrayed a way of life that finally disappeared in violence and tragedy.

The First Bad Man
A Dazzling Russian travelogue from the bestselling author of Great Plains In his astonishing new work,
Ian Frazier, one of our greatest and most entertaining storytellers, trains his perceptive, generous eye on
Siberia, the storied expanse of Asiatic Russia whose grim renown is but one explanation among
hundreds for the region's fascinating, enduring appeal. In Travels in Siberia, Frazier reveals Siberia's
role in history—its science, economics, and politics—with great passion and enthusiasm, ensuring that
we'll never think about it in the same way again. With great empathy and epic sweep, Frazier tells the
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stories of Siberia's most famous exiles, from the well-known—Dostoyevsky, Lenin (twice), Stalin
(numerous times)—to the lesser known (like Natalie Lopukhin, banished by the empress for copying her
dresses) to those who experienced unimaginable suffering in Siberian camps under the Soviet regime,
forever immortalized by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn in The Gulag Archipelago. Travels in Siberia is also a
unique chronicle of Russia since the end of the Soviet Union, a personal account of adventures among
Russian friends and acquaintances, and, above all, a unique, captivating, totally Frazierian take on what
he calls the "amazingness" of Russia—a country that, for all its tragic history, somehow still manages to
be funny. Travels in Siberia will undoubtedly take its place as one of the twenty-first century's
indispensable contributions to the travel-writing genre.

And the Heart Says Whatever
When revolutionaries launch an attack on Russian high society's high-tech lifestyle, Anna Karenina and
Count Alexei Vronsky must fight back with courage and a sleek new cyborg model like nothing the
world has ever seen.
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