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Baklava for President
For Donia Bijan’s family, food has been the language
they use to tell their stories and to communicate their
love. In 1978, when the Islamic revolution in Iran
threatened their safety, they fled to California’s Bay
Area, where the familiar flavors of Bijan’s mother’s
cooking formed a bridge to the life they left behind.
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Now, through the prism of food, award-winning chef
Donia Bijan unwinds her own story, finding that at the
heart of it all is her mother, whose love and support
enabled Bijan to realize her dreams. From the Persian
world of her youth to the American life she embraced
as a teenager to her years at Le Cordon Bleu in Paris
(studying under the infamous Madame Brassart) to
apprenticeships in France’s three-star kitchens and
finally back to San Francisco, where she opened her
own celebrated bistro, Bijan evokes a vibrant
kaleidoscope of cultures and cuisines. And she shares
thirty inspired recipes from her childhood (Saffron
Yogurt Rice with Chicken and Eggplant and Orange
Cardamom Cookies), her French training (Ratatouille
with Black Olives and Fried Bread and Purple Plum
Skillet Tart), and her cooking career (Roast Duck Legs
with Dates and Warm Lentil Salad and Rose Petal Ice
Cream). An exhilarating, heartfelt memoir, Maman’s
Homesick Pie is also a reminder of the women who
encourage us to shine.

The Turkish Cookbook
A graphically illustrated, recipe-complemented memoir
by the indie cartoonist author of French Milk describes
her food-enriched youth as the daughter of a chef and a
gourmet, key memories that were marked by special
meals and the ways in which cooking has imparted
valuable life lessons. Original.

Rainstorm
Jordanian immigrant Matussem Ramoud and his two
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daughters live in a poor, mostly white town in upstate
New York, where "ethnics" are few and far between, in
this story about the individual search for self and for
home. A first novel. Reprint.

Stumbling on Happiness
Diana Abu-Jaber’s vibrant, humorous memoir weaves
together delicious food memories that illuminate the
two cultures of her childhood—American and Jordanian.
Here are stories of being raised by a food-obsessed
Jordanian father and tales of Lake Ontario shish kabob
cookouts and goat stew feasts under Bedouin tents in
the desert. These sensuously evoked repasts, complete
with recipes, paint a loving and complex portrait of
Diana’s impractical, displaced immigrant father who,
like many an immigrant before him, cooked to
remember the place he came from and to pass that
connection on to his children. The Language of Baklava
irresistibly invites us to sit down at the table with
Diana’s family, sharing unforgettable meals that turn
out to be as much about “grace, difference, faith, love”
as they are about food.

PNW Veg
In a memoir about the joys and difficulties of straddling
two cultures, the author describes her life with an
extended Arab and American family, exploring the role
of food, cooking, and eating in shaping her life.

Origin: A Novel
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NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE STARRING NOAH
WYLE, JEREMY IRVINE, MINKA KELLY, ADELAIDE
CLEMENS, STEVE EARLE, AND HALEY JOEL
OSMENT. "ONE OF THE MAJOR WRITERS OF OUR
TIME."—THE ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION
Travis Shelton is seventeen the summer he wanders
into the woods onto private property outside his North
Carolina hometown, discovers a grove of marijuana
large enough to make him some serious money, and
steps into the jaws of a bear trap. After hours of
passing in and out of consciousness, Travis is
discovered by Carlton Toomey, the wise and vicious
farmer who set the trap to protect his plants, and
Travis's confrontation with the subtle evils within his
rural world has begun. Before long, Travis has moved
out of his parents' home to live with Leonard Shuler, a
one-time schoolteacher who lost his job and custody of
his daughter years ago, when he was framed by a
vindictive student. Now Leonard lives with his dogs and
his sometime girlfriend in a run-down trailer outside
town, deals a few drugs, and studies journals from the
Civil War. Travis becomes his student, of sorts, and the
fate of these two outsiders becomes increasingly
entwined as the community's terrible past and corrupt
present bear down on each of them from every
direction, leading to a violent reckoning—not only with
Toomey, but with the legacy of the Civil War massacre
that, even after a century, continues to divide an
Appalachian community. Vivid, harrowing yet ultimately
hopeful, The World Made Straight is Ron Rash's
subtlest exploration yet of the painful conflict between
the bonds of home and the desire for independence.
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Beginner's French Reader
In this wide-ranging study, Gomma examines
contemporary migrant narratives by Arab-American,
Chicana, Indian-American, Pakistani-American, and
Cuban-American women writers. Concepts such as
national consciousness, time, space, and belonging are
scrutinized through the "non-national" experience,
unsettling notions of a unified America.

The Language of Baklava
Fall under the spell of this fantasy-adventure story
about a Lebanese-American girl who finds the courage
to save her grandmother. Perfect for fans of The Girl
Who Drank the Moon. Sitti, Sami's Lebanese
grandmother, has been ill for a while, slipping from
reality and speaking in a language only Sami can
understand. Her family thinks Sitti belongs in a nursing
home, but Sami doesn't believe she's sick at all.
Desperate to help, Sami casts a spell from her
grandmother's mysertious charm book and falls through
an ancient mirror into a world unlike any other.
Welcome to Silverworld, an enchanted city where light
and dark creatures called Flickers and Shadows strive
to live in harmony. But lately Flickers have started
going missing, and powerful Shadow soldiers are taking
over the land. Everyone in Silverworld suspects that
Shadow Queen Nixie is responsible for the chaos,
which is bad enough. But could Nixie be holding Sami's
grandmother in her grasp too? To save Sitti and
Silverworld, Sami must brave adventure, danger, and
the toughest challenge of all: change.
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Relish
The author discusses her marriage to a man from
Beirut, the bond she forged with her Lebanese in-laws,
and how she found love, good food, and a meaningful
life, despite dividing her time between wartorn Iraq and
Lebanon.

Chocolat
This vegetable-forward cookbook celebrates the
bounty of the Pacific Northwest with more than 100
original recipes perfect for home cooks of all stripes.
Simply delicious, healthy “vegetable-forward” recipes
are at the heart of this cookbook that highlights
seasonal ingredients of the PNW. From simple
weeknight meals to on-the-go snacks and sweet-tooth
satisfying desserts, this book gives you over 100 ways
to celebrate seasonal produce, with recipes like Sweet
Corn and Red Lentil Soup, Baked Pasta and Greens
Casserole, Cherry Fro-Yo, and more. Vegetarians and
omnivores alike will be eager to eat their vegetables,
and the convenient gluten-free and dairy-free symbols
make navigating the book a breeze for reader with
dietary restrictions.

The Language of Baklava
When the exotic stranger Vianne Rocher arrives in the
old French village of Lansquenet and opens a chocolate
boutique called “La Celeste Praline” directly across the
square from the church, Father Reynaud identifies her
as a serious danger to his flock. It is the beginning of
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Lent: the traditional season of self-denial. The priest
says she’ll be out of business by Easter. To make
matters worse, Vianne does not go to church and has a
penchant for superstition. Like her mother, she can
read Tarot cards. But she begins to win over customers
with her smiles, her intuition for everyone’s favourites,
and her delightful confections. Her shop provides a
place, too, for secrets to be whispered, grievances
aired. She begins to shake up the rigid morality of the
community. Vianne’s plans for an Easter Chocolate
Festival divide the whole community. Can the solemnity
of the Church compare with the pagan passion of a
chocolate clair? For the first time, here is a novel in
which chocolate enjoys its true importance, emerging
as an agent of transformation. Rich, clever, and
mischievous, reminiscent of a folk tale or fable, this is a
triumphant read with a memorable character at its
heart. Says Harris: “You might see [Vianne] as an
archetype or a mythical figure. I prefer to see her as
the lone gunslinger who blows into the town, has a
showdown with the man in the black hat, then moves on
relentless. But on another level she is a perfectly real
person with real insecurities and a very human desire
for love and acceptance. Her qualities too - kindness,
love, tolerance - are very human.” Vianne and her
young daughter Anouk, come into town on Shrove
Tuesday. “Carnivals make us uneasy,” says Harris,
“because of what they represent: the residual memory
of blood sacrifice (it is after all from the word "carne"
that the term arises), of pagan celebration. And they
represent a loss of inhibition; carnival time is a time at
which almost anything is possible.” The book became
an international best-seller, and was optioned to film
quickly. The Oscar-nominated movie, with its starPage 7/28
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studded cast including Juliette Binoche (The English
Patient) and Judi Dench (Shakespeare in Love), was
directed by Lasse Hallstrom, whose previous film The
Cider House Rules (based on a John Irving novel) also
looks at issues of community and moral standards,
though in a less lighthearted vein. The idea for the book
came from a comment her husband made one day while
he was immersed in a football game on TV. “It was a
throwaway comment, designed to annoy and it did. It
was along the lines ofChocolate is to women what
football is to men⋯” The idea stuck, and Harris began
thinking that “people have these conflicting feelings
about chocolate, and that a lot of people who have very
little else in common relate to chocolate in more or less
the same kind of way. It became a kind of challenge to
see exactly how much of a story I could get which was
uniquely centred around chocolate.” Rich with metaphor
and gorgeous writingsit back and gorge yourself on
Chocolat.

Stabbed in the Baklava
Bernard Laurance's passion for food has sent him
around the globe in pursuit of authentic dessert recipes
from the world's great culinary traditions. Sample a
Portuguese past is de nata, indulge in a creamy slice
of New York cheesecake, taste a Japanese mochi, or
try an Italian hazelnut-almond-chocolate baci di dama.
French food blogging sensation Bernard Laurance takes
the reader on an international culinary tour via 110
expertly tested recipes for authentic world desserts. A
self-described recipe decoder, Bernard is passionate
about unlocking and sharing the secrets behind the
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world's favorite desserts. The dishes are organized by
geographic region, and Bernard introduces each
dessert, offering context about its origins or a personal
anecdote relaying his quest for the quintessential
recipe. His easy-to-follow, step-by-step
instructions--that he has tested and retested until he
achieved perfection--are accompanied by lavish
photographs; together they offer achievable inspiration
for successful dessert-making at home.

Life Without a Recipe: A Memoir
“A delectable read.” —Bestselling author Shelley
Freydont Lucy Berberian has taken over her family’s
Mediterranean restaurant on the Jersey Shore after an
unsatisfying stint at a Philadelphia law firm. It’s great
to be back in her old beach town, even if she’s turning
into a seasoned sleuth . . . Catering a high-society
wedding should bring in some big income for Kebab
Kitchen—and raise its profile too. But it’s not exactly
good publicity when the best man winds up skewered
like a shish kebab. Worse yet, Lucy’s ex, Azad—who’s
the restaurant’s new head chef—is the prime suspect.
But she doesn’t give a fig what the cops think. He may
have killer looks, but he’s no murderer. She just needs
to prove his innocence, before he has to go on the lamb
. . . Recipes included! “Clever and charming . . . It’s a
culinary delight that will have readers salivating over
the food and hungry for literary answers.” —RT Book
Reviews, 4 Stars, on Hummus and Homicide

Quarterback Comeback
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"Abu-Jaber's voluptuous prose features insights into
the Arab American community that are wisely, warmly
depicted."—San Francisco Chronicle Sirine, the heroine
of this "deliciously romantic romp" (Vanity Fair) is
thirty-nine, never married, and living in the ArabAmerican community of Los Angeles. She has a passion
for cooking and works contentedly in a Lebanese
restaurant, while her storytelling uncle and her saucy
boss, Umm Nadia, believe she should be trying harder
to find a husband. One day Hanif, a handsome professor
of Arabic literature, an Iraqi exile, comes to the
restaurant. Sirine falls in love and finds herself
questioning everything she thought she knew about
Hanif, as well as her own torn identity as an ArabAmerican.

Sweet Middle East
A smart and funny book by a prominent Harvard
psychologist, which uses groundbreaking research and
(often hilarious) anecdotes to show us why we’re so
lousy at predicting what will make us happy – and what
we can do about it. Most of us spend our lives steering
ourselves toward the best of all possible futures, only
to find that tomorrow rarely turns out as we had
expected. Why? As Harvard psychologist Daniel Gilbert
explains, when people try to imagine what the future
will hold, they make some basic and consistent
mistakes. Just as memory plays tricks on us when we
try to look backward in time, so does imagination play
tricks when we try to look forward. Using cutting-edge
research, much of it original, Gilbert shakes, cajoles,
persuades, tricks and jokes us into accepting the fact
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that happiness is not really what or where we thought it
was. Among the unexpected questions he poses: Why
are conjoined twins no less happy than the general
population? When you go out to eat, is it better to order
your favourite dish every time, or to try something
new? If Ingrid Bergman hadn’t gotten on the plane at
the end of Casablanca, would she and Bogey have been
better off? Smart, witty, accessible and laugh-out-loud
funny, Stumbling on Happiness brilliantly describes all
that science has to tell us about the uniquely human
ability to envision the future, and how likely we are to
enjoy it when we get there. From the Hardcover
edition.

Silverworld
A “bold, luscious” memoir, “indispensable to anyone
trying to forge their own truer path” (Ruth Reichl). On
one side, there is Grace: prize-winning author Diana
Abu-Jaber’s tough, independent sugar-fiend of a
German grandmother, wielding a suitcase full of holiday
cookies. On the other, Bud: a flamboyant, spiceobsessed Arab father, full of passionate argument. The
two could not agree on anything: not about food, work,
or especially about what Diana should do with her life.
Grace warned her away from children. Bud wanted her
married above all—even if he had to provide the ring.
Caught between cultures and lavished with
contradictory “advice” from both sides of her family,
Diana spent years learning how to ignore others’ wellintentioned prescriptions. Hilarious, gorgeously written,
poignant, and wise, Life Without a Recipe is Diana’s
celebration of journeying without a map, of learning to
Page 11/28

File Type PDF The Language Of Baklava A
Memoir
ignore the script and improvise, of escaping family and
making family on one’s own terms. As Diana discovers,
however, building confidence in one’s own path
sometimes takes a mistaken marriage or two—or in her
case, three: to a longhaired boy-poet, to a dashing
deconstructionist literary scholar, and finally to her
steadfast, outdoors-loving Scott. It also takes a good
deal of angst (was it possible to have a serious writing
career and be a mother?) and, even when she knew
what she wanted (the craziest thing, in one’s late
forties: a baby!), the nerve to pursue it. Finally,
fearlessly independent like the Grace she’s named
after, Diana and Scott’s daughter Gracie will heal all
the old battles with Bud and, like her writer-mom, learn
to cook up a life without a recipe.

Maman's Homesick Pie
The definitive cookbook of hearty, healthy Turkish
cuisine, from the leading authority on Turkey's unique
food traditions, Musa Dagdeviren, as featured in the
Netflix docuseries Chef's Table Vibrant, bold, and
aromatic, Turkish food – from grilled meats, salads, and
gloriously sweet pastries to home-cooking family
staples such as dips, pilafs, and stews – is beloved
around the world. This is the first book to so
thoroughly showcase the diversity of Turkish food,
with 550 recipes for the home cook that celebrate
Turkey's remarkable European and Asian culinary
heritage – from little-known regional dishes to those
that are globally recognized and stand the test of time,
be they lamb kofte, chicken kebabs, tahini halva, or
pistachio baklava.
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The Metaphor of Food in Diana Abu Jaber's
"The Language of Baklava"
Arabian Jazz
Minna wishes for many things. She wishes she
understood the quote taped above her mother's
typewriter:Fact and fiction are different truths. She
wishes her mother would stop writing long enough to
really listen to her. She wishes her house were
peaceful and orderly like her friend Lucas's. Most of all,
she wishes she could find a vibrato on her cello and
play Mozart the way he deserves to be played. Minna
soon discovers that some things can't be found-they
just have to happen. And as she waits for her vibrato to
happen, Minna begins to understand some facts and
fictions about herself.

Crescent: A Novel
Essay in the subject Cultural Studies - Near Eastern
Studies, language: English, abstract: This paper deals
with the metaphor of food in Diana Abu Jaber's "The
Language of Baklava" that reveals aspects of cultural
identity and memory through food and metaphor. The
analysis of textual representations of food is based on a
theoretical framework that includes a cultural
anthropological perspective, as well as a rhetorical
perspective. Furthermore, textual analysis is used to
examine metaphorical and food narratives in the
literature. Food is a powerful universal metaphor. It is
associated with our senses, health and emotions
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besides our basic survival. Terry Eagleton states that
food as well as literary works are actually a
relationship. Furthermore, food is a central motif in
cultural life and its metaphorical existence continuously
touches on socio-cultural meanings. The metaphorical
manifestation of food can extend the interest of the
reader of literature to cultural and social interactions
laden with food-related meanings. Sidney Mintz argues
that consumption is always conditioned by meaning as
well as a form of self-identification and communication.
In the same vein, Mary Douglas has identified food as a
social code. Many voices and theorists from different
disciplines have contributed to the cultural studies of
food. Thus, this paper will analyse the textual
representations of food from the cultural,
anthropological, and rhetorical perspective, and how to
employ the textual analysis in order to examine the
motif of metaphor and food narratives in literature.

Hookah Girl
It can be lonely sometimes on a rainy day in a big
house with no one else around and there’s only the
quiet to keep you company. But if you find a key, a
mysterious key, that leads you to an unexpected place .
. . chances are your afternoon is about to get a lot more
interesting.

Strangers in the House
In a memoir about the joys and difficulties of straddling
two cultures, the author describes her life with an
extended Arab and American family, exploring the role
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of food, cooking, and eating in shaping her life.

Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits
“A dream of a debut, by turns troubling and glorious,
angry and wise.” —Junot Diaz Hope and Other
Dangerous Pursuits, the debut of Pulitzer Prize and
National Book Award finalist Laila Lalami, evokes the
grit and enduring grace that is modern Morocco. The
book begins as four Moroccans illegally cross the Strait
of Gibraltar in an inflatable boat headed for Spain.What
has driven them to risk their lives? And will the
rewards prove to be worth the danger? There’s Murad,
a gentle, unemployed man who’s been reduced to
hustling tourists around Tangier; Halima, who’s fleeing
her drunken husband and the slums of Casablanca; Aziz,
who must leave behind his devoted wife in hope of
securing work in Spain; and Faten, a student and
religious fanatic whose faith is at odds with an
influential man determined to destroy her future.
Sensitively written with beauty and boldness, this is a
gripping book about what propels people to risk their
lives in search of a better future.

Climbing the Mango Trees
The enchanting autobiography of the seven-time James
Beard Award-winning cookbook author and acclaimed
actress who taught America how to cook Indian food.
Whether climbing the mango trees in her grandparents'
orchard in Delhi or picnicking in the Himalayan foothills
on meatballs stuffed with raisins and mint, tucked into
freshly baked spiced pooris, Madhur Jaffrey’s life has
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been marked by food, and today these childhood
pleasures evoke for her the tastes and textures of
growing up. Following Jaffrey from India to Britain, this
memoir is both an enormously appealing account of an
unusual childhood and a testament to the power of food
to prompt memory, vividly bringing to life a lost time
and place. Also included here are recipes for more than
thirty delicious dishes from Jaffrey’s childhood.

Married to a Bedouin
Mary Lawson's debut novel is a shimmering tale of
love, death and redemption set in a rural northern
community where time has stood still. Tragic, funny
and unforgettable, this deceptively simple masterpiece
about the perils of hero worship leapt to the top of the
bestseller lists only days after being released in Canada
and earned glowing reviews in The New York Times
and The Globe and Mail, to name a few. It will be
published in more than a dozen countries worldwide,
including the U.S., the U.K., Germany, Italy and
Bulgaria. Luke, Matt, Kate and Bo Morrison are born in
an Ontario farming community of only a few families, so
isolated that “the road led only south.” There is little
work, marriage choices are few, and the winter cold
seeps into the bones of all who dare to live there. In the
Morrisons’ hard-working, Presbyterian house, the
Eleventh Commandment is “Thou Shalt Not Emote.”
But as descendants of a great-grandmother who “fixed
a book rest to her spinning wheel so that she could
read while she was spinning,” the Morrison children
have some hope of getting off the land through the
blessings of education. Luke, the eldest, is accepted at
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teachers college – despite having struggle mightily
through school – but before he can enroll, the Morrison
parents are killed in a collision with a logging truck. He
gives up his place to stay home and raise his younger
sisters -- seven-year-old Kate, and Bo, still a baby. In
this family bound together by loss, the closest
relationship is that between Kate and her older brother
Matt, who love to wander off to the ponds together and
lie on the bank, noses to the water. Matt teaches his
little sister to watch “damselflies performing their
delicate iridescent dances,” to understand how water
beetles “carry down an air bubble with them when they
submerge.” The life in the pond is one that seems to go
on forever, in contrast to the abbreviated lives of the
Morrison parents. Matt becomes Kate’s hero and her
guide, as his passionate interest in the natural world
sparks an equal passion in Kate. Matt, a true scholar, is
expected to fulfill the family dream by becoming the
first Morrison to earn a university degree. But a
dramatic event changes his course, and he ends up a
farmer; so it is Kate who eventually earns the
doctorate and university teaching position. She is never
able to reconcile her success with what she considers
the tragedy of Matt’s failure, and she feels a terrible
guilt over the sacrifices made for her. Now a successful
biologist in her twenties, she nervously returns home
with her partner, a microbiologist from an academic
family, to celebrate Matt’s son’s birthday. Amid the
clash of cultures, Kate takes us in and out of her
troubled childhood memories. Accustomed to dissecting
organisms under a microscope, she must now analyze
her own emotional life. She is still in turmoil over the
events of one fateful year when the tragedy of another
local family spilled over into her own. There are things
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she cannot understand or forgive. In this universal
drama of family love and misunderstandings, Lawson
ratchets up the tension, her narrative flowing with
consummate control in ever-increasing circles,
overturning one’s expectations to the end. Compared
by Publishers Weekly to Richard Ford for her lyrical,
evocative writing, Lawson combines deeply drawn
characters, beautiful writing and a powerful description
of the land. From the Hardcover edition.

Murder (and Baklava) (A European Voyage
Cozy Mystery—Book 1)
The Huskies are the biggest and best team in the
conference. The Wildcats lose to them every year.
Coach thinks they have a chance this year. Can Carlos
make it happen?

The Facts and Fictions of Minna Pratt
In this current political climate, being a Palestinian is a
hazard. However, there are common grounds where
East meets West. The Hookah Girl is a semiautobiographical graphic novel of a childhood as a
Christian Palestinian in America. Told in short stories
and with narrative ranging from growing up in a refugee
family to how to roll waraq (stuffed grape leaves), this
book is an account of living in two seemingly different
cultures that actually aren't very different at all.

The Power of Conceptual Metaphor in Diana
Abu-Jaber's The Language of Baklava and
Birds of Paradise Page 18/28
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The seductive flavors of the Middle East have won over
food lovers around the world, but the sweets of the
region have remained largely unknown to Western
palates—until now. Sweet Middle East, by doyenne of
Middle Eastern cooking Anissa Helou, presents 70
classic desserts fragrant with spices, honey, dates, and
nuts, and steeped in tradition. One bite of Anissa's
authentic cookies, cakes, custards, puddings, and more
reveals why these enchanting desserts deserve to be
shared beyond their native lands.

The Non-National in Contemporary American
Literature
"Finally, a novel of literary suspense that gets almost
everything right—forensically and psychologically."
—Sarah Weinman, Baltimore Sun Secretly, in her heart
of hearts, Lena Dawson hides the strangest of beliefs
about her childhood. Hiding behind a cool competence
as a superb fingerprint analyst in a crime lab in snowy
Syracuse, New York, she feels totally out of place in
the ordinary world of human interaction. Especially
since the controlling husband who guided and protected
her, then cheated and left her (though now he wants
her back). Her uncanny ability to read a crime scene
draws her into investigating a mysterious series of crib
deaths—but ultimately the most difficult puzzle she must
solve is the one of her own origins. Diana Abu-Jaber, a
“gifted and graceful writer” (Chicago Tribune),
masterfully “transcends formula” (Kirkus Reviews) as
“the tension of Origin escalates, shaped as much by
beautifully nuanced prose as menacing events” (New
York Daily News).
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The Language of Baklava
After years of looking for a place to belong, Paula
Andrews finally finds her niche in Tarpon Springs,
Florida. Her soap and candle shop flourishes, and her
friendship with the Papadopoulos family gives her the
love and support she never got from her own
family.The only thing missing is a romance-or in the
grand hopes of the Papadopoulos family, a proper
marriage. Preferably with Nick, their favorite son,
currently serving in the Air Force. Paula, however, has
doubts. After all, he's been gone a long time and loves
flying. Their lives have grown apart. Would he still feel
anything for her?When Nick comes home on leave,
sparks fly, and not just with Paula. Nick's father wants
him home, helping with the family sponge-diving
business. His mother wants him back in the family,
back in church. Nick just wants Paula . . . and the Air
Force.So who's going to give in first? And what will it
mean for their love and future?

Sweet Baklava
This book provides insights into some of the social
topics related to the homogenization and stereotyping
of Muslims. It explores the experiences of Muslims in
Western societies, with a particular focus not only on
gender, home and belonging, multiculturalism, and
ethnicity.

The Baklava Club
This "is not a political book," Anthony Lewis writes in
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his foreword. "Yet in a hundred different ways it is
political. Shehadeh shatters the stereotype many
Americans have of Palestinians. Hath not a Palestinian
senses, affections, passions?" This revealing memoir of
a father-son relationship, the first o its kind by a
Palestinian living in the occupied territories, is set
against the backdrop of Middle East hostilities and
more than thirty years of life under military occupation.
Three years after his family was driven from the
coastal city of Jaffa in 1948, Raja Shehadeh was born in
the provincial town of Ramallah, in the rural hills of the
West Bank. His early childhood was marked by his
family's sense of loss and impermanence, vividly
evoked by the glittering lights "on the other side of the
hill." Growing up "in the shadow of home," he was
introduced early to political conflict. He witnessed the
numerous arrests of his father, Aziz Shehadeh, who, in
1967, was the first Palestinian to advocate a peaceful,
two-state solution for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
He predicted that if peace were not acheived, what
remained of the Palestinian homeland would be taken
away, bit by bit, through Israeli settlement. Ostracized
by his fellow Arabs and disillusioned by the failure of
either side to recognize his prophetic vision, Aziz
retreated from politics. He was murdered in 1985.
Strangers in the House offers a moving description of
the daily lives of those who have chosen to remain on
their land. It is also the family drama of a difficult
relationship between an idealistic son and his politically
active father complicated by the arbitrary humiliation of
the "occupier's law."

Day of Honey
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'"Where you staying?" the Bedouin asked. "Why you not
stay with me tonight - in my cave?"' Thus begins
Marguerite van Geldermalsen's story of how a New
Zealand-born nurse came to be married to Mohammad
Abdallah Othman, a Bedouin souvenir-seller from the
ancient city of Petra in Jordan. It was 1978 and she and
a friend were travelling through the Middle East when
Marguerite met the charismatic Mohammad who
convinced her that he was the man for her. A life with
Mohammad meant moving into his ancient cave and
learning to love the regular tasks of baking shrak bread
on an open fire and collecting water from the spring.
And as Marguerite feels herself becoming part of the
Bedouin community, she is thankful for the twist in fate
that has led her to this contented life. Marguerite's lighthearted and guileless observations of the people she
comes to love are as heart-warming as they are
valuable, charting Bedouin traditions now lost to the
modern world.

New Horizons of Muslim Diaspora in Europe
and North America
Leila is the new girl in Max’s class in rural Germany,
and they soon become close friends. She has fled Syria
with her family, having left her beloved grandmother
and father behind. Her most cherished object is a
walnut from her grandmother’s garden. Max is close to
his own grandmother, who is very understanding of
Leila’s situation, having fled her home in Pommern as a
little girl. Leila is desperately sad when she loses her
beloved walnut and, in a failed attempt, sets out to
return to Syria. Apple Cake and Baklava is a story
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about otherness, openness and the willingness to come
to know one another. Many children will be aware of
the latest surge of refugees and their plight. Leila’s is a
sadly universal and timeless story of leaving behind a
home country forever. While set in rural Northern
Germany, it could equally take place in most European
countries. This is an absorbing book for older primary
and younger middle-school children, and Franziska
Harvey’s lovely black-and-white illustrations – some
small, some full page – enrich the story.

The Language of Baklava
Excerpts from Baklava for President: "The first clue
that a meal was unsavory was our father's claim he was
presenting us with a delicacy." "Maybe priests were
just as bad at math as Jesus." "Frankly, Homeland
Security would be wise to contact our yiayias for a
diplomacy consult." "Once the egg cracking contest
began, we were no longer family-we were soldiers on a
battlefield trying to vanquish our adversaries." "When I
die, I want to go to Heaven savoring that last, rich,
salty bite of spanakopita on my lips." For K. D.
Papandreou, growing up in a Greek-American family
was a topsy-turvy experience. While breakfast cereal
and morning cartoons were allowed on Saturdays,
Sundays were always church daze. And trips to
Grandma's house were fun because there was always
plenty of spanakopita and honey candies. Still they
knew, once they crossed that threshold, that American
rules and customs no longer applied. That meant no
Oreos, pizza, or TV. It also meant trying to avoid eating
tripe stew on the holidays. Luckily, the tooth fairy was
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a regular visitor, so they had pocket change to spend
on gum, chocolate, and other essentials. K. D. has
decided to call Baklava for President a memoir so
there's no finger pointing about her childhood
recollections. And she's taken the liberty of cleverly
altering everyone's names so she won't have to go into
the Witness Protection Program after her family reads
this. But she knows there is one thing they all agree
about: food is love and, if something is good, more is
better.

Apple Cake and Baklava
“A full-course meal, a rich, complex and memorable
story that will leave you lingering gratefully at [AbuJaber’s] table.”—Ron Charles, Washington Post At
thirteen, Felice Muir ran away from home to punish
herself for some horrible thing she had done—leaving a
hole in the hearts of her pastry-chef mother, her real
estate attorney father, and her foodie-entrepreneurial
brother. After five years of scrounging for food, drugs,
and shelter on Miami Beach, Felice is now turning
eighteen, and she and the family she left behind must
reckon with the consequences of her actions—and make
life-affirming choices about what matters to them most,
now and in the future.

The World Made Straight
"Beginner's French Reader" is a motivating book that
gives your students a successful experience reading in
the first level of French study. The 27 high-interest
stories are short, often humorous, and culturally and
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linguistically authentic. It includes flexible exercises
that students can complete independently or as a class.

Crow Lake
Join Investigator Yashim for a final exotic escapade in
this rich Edgar Award–winning series In four previous
novels, Jason Goodwin's Inspector Yashim, the eunuch
detective, has led us through stylish, suspenseful, and
colorful mysteries in the Istanbul of the Ottoman
Empire. Now, in The Baklava Club, Yashim returns for
his final adventure—and his most thrilling yet. Three
na ve Italian liberals, exiled in Istanbul, have bungled
their instructions to kill a Polish prince—instead, they've
kidnapped him and absconded to an unused farmhouse.
Little do they realize that their revolutionary cell has
been penetrated by their enemies, who are passing
along false orders under the code name La Piuma, the
Feather. It falls to Yashim to unravel all this—he's
convinced that the prince is alive and that the Italians
have hidden him somewhere. But there are just a few
problems: He has no idea who La Piuma is, and he's in
no mood to put up a fight—he's fallen in love! As he
draws closer to the farmhouse and to the true identity
of La Piuma, what Yashim discovers leaves him
shocked and in the most dangerous situation of his
career. Goodwin has an eye for detail like no other, and
in The Baklava Club he conjures Istanbul in all its
glorious exoticism. This is a breathtaking,
extraordinary conclusion to one of the most beloved
series in mystery fiction, and its ending will leave you
truly astonished.
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Baklava to Tarte Tatin
“When you think that life cannot get better, Blake
Pierce comes up with another masterpiece of thriller
and mystery! This book is full of twists, and the end
brings a surprising revelation. Strongly recommended
for the permanent library of any reader who enjoys a
very well-written thriller.” --Books and Movie Reviews
(re Almost Gone) MURDER (AND BAKLAVA) is the
debut novel in a charming new cozy mystery series by
#1 bestselling author Blake Pierce, whose Once Gone
has over 1,500 five-star reviews. When London Rose,
33, is proposed to by her long-time boyfriend, she
realizes she is facing a stable, predictable, predetermined (and passionless) life. She freaks out and
runs the other way—accepting instead a job across the
Atlantic, as a tour-guide on a high-end European cruise
line that travels through a country a day. London is
searching for a more romantic, unscripted and exciting
life that she feels sure exists out there somewhere.
London is elated: the European river towns are small,
historic and charming. She gets to see a new port every
night, gets to sample an endless array of new cuisine
and meet a stream of interesting people. It is a
traveler’s dream, and it is anything but predictable. But
when a wealthy, high-maintenance passenger suddenly
turns up dead outside of Budapest, the cruise has
become a bit too unpredictable. Even worse: as the last
person to see her alive, suspicion falls on London,
leaving her no choice but to solve the crime (with her
new sidekick, an orphaned dog), and save her cruise
line and herself. Laugh-out-loud funny, romantic,
endearing, rife with new sights, culture and food,
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MURDER (AND BAKLAVA) offers a fun and
suspenseful trip through the heart of Europe, anchored
in an intriguing mystery that will keep you on the edge
of your seat and guessing until the very last page.
Books #2-#6 are also available!

Birds of Paradise: A Novel
This thesis examines the use of religious metaphor as
it applies to food in two literary works by Diana AbuJaber. First, The Language of Baklava, a culinary
memoir published in 2005, reveals aspects of cultural
identity and memory through food and metaphor.
Second, Abu-Jabers most recent novel, Birds of
Paradise, explores complex family relationships
enacted through metaphor. The analyses of textual
representations of food rely on a theoretical framework
that includes a cultural anthropological perspective, as
well as a rhetorical perspective, and uses textual
analysis to examine metaphor and food narratives in
literature.
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