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The Gnostic Scriptures
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary
Supplement In this exciting book, Paula Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament
images of Jesus by exploring the ways that the new Christian communities interpreted his
mission and message in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached. This edition
includes an introduction reviews the most recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for
both history and theology. "Brilliant and lucidly written, full of original and fascinating
insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate
work of a first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts her
documents—principally the writings of the New Testament—as an archaeologist would an
especially rich complex site. With great care she distinguishes the literary images from
historical fact. As she does so, she explains the images of Jesus in terms of the strategies and
purposes of the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian
Science Monitor

Demonic Gospels
The Thomas Code uncovers and explains the mathematical secret of the Gospel of Thomas.
This fascinating book takes the reader on a journey of discovery involving an ancient
mathematical code, sayings of Jesus that are riddles we must solve, and a Gospel whose
structure is more advanced than anything known from antiquity.

The Gnostic Gospels
Presents a new translation of the Gospel of Mary, discusses its presentation of the teachings
of Jesus, and compares it to other early Christian writings in the context of early Church
teachings.

Aristeas to Philocrates
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Does 2 + 2 = 4? Ask almost anyone and they will unequivocally answer yes. A basic equation
such as this seems the very definition of certainty, but is it? In this captivating book, Helen
Verran addresses precisely that question by looking at how science, mathematics, and logic
come to life in Yoruba primary schools. Drawing on her experience as a teacher in Nigeria,
Verran describes how she went from the radical conclusion that logic and math are culturally
relative, to determining what Westerners find so disconcerting about Yoruba logic, to a new
understanding of all generalizing logic. She reveals that in contrast to the one-to-many model
found in Western number systems, Yoruba thinking operates by figuring things as wholes and
their parts. Quantity is not absolute but always relational. Certainty is derived not from abstract
logic, but from cultural practices and associations. A powerful story of how one woman's
investigation in this everday situation led to extraordinary conclusions about the nature of
numbers, generalization, and certainty, this book will be a signal contribution to philosophy,
anthropology of science, and education.

The Gnostic Bible
THE GNOSTIC BIBLE is by far the most comprehensive compilation of gnostic texts ever
published - and the first aimed at rendering the texts in poetic, readable prose. The gnostics
were religious thinkers engaged in the quest for wisdom and knowledge, and they proclaimed
a salvation to be found through mystical knoweldge and intuition. As the Gospel of Thomas
puts it, "Know whatis in front of your face and what is hidden from you will be disclosed. There
is nothing hidden from you that will not be revealed." Dating from the first to the thirteen
centuries, these gnostic texts represent Jewish, Chritian, Hemetic, Mandaean, Manichaean,
Islamic and Cathar forms of gnostic spirituality, and they derive from Egypt, the Greco-Roman
world, the Middle East, Syria, Iraq, China, France and elsewhere. These texts show that
gnosticism was a world religion that sought truths in a wide variety of religious traditions and
expressed those truths in powerful and provocative mystical poetry and prose. The impact of
gnosticism upon other religions of the world was considerable, and the influence of gnosticism
continues to the present day. This volume represents the first time that such a diverse
collection of gnostic texts is published in a single volume and some of the texts are translated
into English for the first time here. The texts are accompanied bu introductions and notes and
additional study aids describe gnosticism, elucidate gnostic terms and suggest further
readings.

Essential Gnostic Scriptures
The Gnostics were early Christians whose beliefs and practices put them at odds with the
orthodox Church; indeed, the Church considered Gnostics to be heretics and made a
concerted effort to destroy their writings. However, in 1945, a remarkable discovery was made
in Nag Hamadi, in the Egyptian desert: a jar containing 13 papyrus documents, dating back to
the fourth century ad, with genuine Gnostic texts in the original Greek. In addition, this
manuscript included four gospels that offered accounts of Jesus and His times that are
strikingly different from the New Testament. Alan Jacobs brings his unrivalled scholarship to
bear on these illuminating and eye-opening works, offering inspiring and poetic translations
that capture the verses’ uplifting spiritual message and beauty.

When Jesus Lived in India
There have been many opinions about what happened during the eighteen 'missing' years of
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Jesus' life. Alan Jacobs presents and evaluates all the material, rendering it accessible for a
modern readership, and weaving it into a compelling narrative.

The Gospel of Thomas
A new translation and analysis of the gospel that records the actual words of Jesus • Explores
the gnostic significance of Jesus's teachings recorded in this gospel • Explains the true nature
of the new man whose coming Jesus envisioned • Translated and interpreted by the author of
the bestselling The Gospel of Mary Magdalene and The Gospel of Philip One of the cache of
codices and manuscripts discovered in Nag Hammadi, the Gospel of Thomas, unlike the
canonical gospels, does not contain a narrative recording Christ's life and prophecies. Instead
it is a collection of his teachings--what he actually said. These 114 logia, or sayings, were
collected by Judas Didymus Thomas, whom some claim to be Jesus's closest disciple. No
sooner was this gospel uncovered from the sands of Upper Egypt than scholars and
theologians began to bury it anew in a host of conflicting interpretations and polemics. While
some say it is a hodgepodge from the canonical gospels, for others it is the source text from
which all the gospel writers drew their material and inspiration. In this new translation of the
Gospel of Thomas, Jean-Yves Leloup shows that the Jesus recorded by the "infinitely skeptical
and infinitely believing" Thomas has much in common with gnostics of non-dualistic schools.
Like them, Jesus preaches the coming of a new man, the genesis of the man of knowledge. In
this gospel, Jesus describes a journey from limited to unlimited consciousness. The Jesus of
Thomas invites us to drink deeply from the well of knowledge that lies within, not so that we
may become good Christians but so we may attain the self-knowledge that will make each of
us, too, a Christ.

Forbidden Faith
In 1945 several secret gospels, hidden since the first century, were discovered in the Egyptian
Desert at Nag Hammadi. They caused a sensation in the religious world as they revealed the
mysteries of Gnostic Christianity. The gospels selected for this volume reveal intimate
conversations between Jesus and his disciples and shed new light on his relationship with
Mary Magdalene. The Gospel of Thomas, also included, consists of symbolic mini-parables,
many of which are not in the New Testament.

Science and an African Logic
This volume gathers contributions from both junior and senior scholars whose studies have
developed in dialogue with Elaine Pagels' work on Nag Hammadi literature and ancient
heresiology. Published initially in 1979, Pagels' The Gnostic Gospels represents a landmark of
scholarship in religious studies. It not only made the Nag Hammadi writings and Gnosticism
popular topics in modern culture, it also invited scholars to rethink early Christianity from new
perspectives. What were previously seen as dry theological arguments and intricate Gnostic
mythologies received new interpretations in the Gnostic Gospels as echoes of political debates
about orthodoxy and heresy, clerical authority, martyrdom and gender. After The Gnostic
Gospels, Elaine Pagels extended her research in various directions, from perceptions of
sexuality in early Christianity and identity politics in the Christian creation of the "Satan figure"
to ancient biblical interpretations, ritual in Nag Hammadi texts, and, recently, the Gospel of
Judas and ancient apocalypses. The studies included in this volume engage each stage of
Pagels' vast trajectory, and provide critical evaluations of the field of "Gnosticism studies" as it
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has developed over the past four decades, in the subfields of the "Sethian" and "Valentinian"
schools, and beyond. The studies include new interpretations of the Nag Hammadi texts and
fresh analyses of ancient heresiological literature.

From Jesus to Christ
This eye-opening collection of texts sheds light on the esoteric knowledge of Gnosticism,
revealing intimate conversations between Jesus and his Disciples In 1945, several gospels,
hidden since the first century, were found in the Egyptian Desert at Nag Hammadi. This
discovery caused a sensation as the scrolls revealed the mysteries of the Gnostics—a
movement which emerged during the formative period of Christianity. 'Gnosis', from the Greek,
broadly meaning 'hidden spiritual knowledge', was associated with renouncing the material
world, and focusing on attaining the life of the Holy Spirit. Many Christian sects are derived
from the esoteric knowledge of Gnosticism. The gospels selected here by Alan Jacobs reveal
intimate conversations between Jesus and his Disciples. The Gospel of Mary Magdalene
sheds new light on his relationship with his favorite follower, while the Gospel of Thomas
consists of mini-parables of deep inward and symbolic meaning—many of which are not found
in the New Testament. The wisdom in this inspiring collection of texts is wholly relevant to our
lives today, addressing the questions of good and evil, sin and suffering, and the path to
salvation.

The Gospel of Philip
Gnosis is not a bundle of hidden secrets that must be studied and understood to gain
redemption. Simply put, gnosis is the realization that we come from above, and that our Father
is in Heaven, and to Heaven we shall return. That's all. Gnosis involves stepping down from
the throne of ego to better reveal the Light of God. You cannot be taught gnosis; you must
discover it for yourself. So, even though gnosis cannot be taught, this book will explain, in
pictures and the simplest possible terms, how to reach it. This is truly gnosis demystified for
your edification.This book presents an accessible translation of one of the ancient Nag
Hammadi texts. Here you will find long-suppressed descriptions of God the Father, the Son,
Christ, Redemption, Paradise, the Fullness, and Angels, among other familiar yet mysterious
Jewish and Christian concepts. Learn the original myth of the Fall, long before the Garden of
Eden.All pages are illustrated by the author's explanatory artwork.

The Gnostic Gospel Illuminated
Pistis Sophia
An accessible overivew of the early Christian church examines the texts and historical
background of the documents found at the Nag Hammadi site in Egypt, analyzing each of the
scriptures in terms of the history of Christianity and the development of Gnosticism. Original.

The Gnostic Bible
The instant New York Times bestseller interpreting the controversial long-lost gospel The
recently unearthed Gospel of Judas is a source of fascination for biblical scholars and lay
Christians alike. Now two leading experts on the Gnostic gospels tackle the important
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questions posed by its discovery, including: How could any Christian imagine Judas to be
Jesus' favorite? And what kind of vision of God does the author offer? Working from Karen L.
King's brilliant new translation, Elaine Pagels and King provide the context necessary for
considering its meaning. Reading Judas plunges into the heart of Christianity itself and will
stand as the definitive look at the gospel for years to come.

The Gnostic Gospels
The people we’ve come to call gnostics were passionate advocates of the view that salvation
comes through knowledge and personal experience, and their passion shines through in the
remarkable body of writings they produced over a period of more than a millennium and a half.
Willis Barnstone and Marvin Meyer have created a translation that brings the gnostic voices to
us from across the centuries with remarkable power and beauty—beginning with texts from the
earliest years of Christianity—including material from the Nag Hammadi library—and continuing
all the way up to expressions of gnostic wisdom found within Islam and in the Cathar
movement of the Middle Ages. The twenty-one texts included here serve as a compact
introduction to Gnosticism and its principal ideas—and they also provide an entrée to the
pleasures of gnostic literature in general, representing, as they do, the greatest masterpieces
of that tradition.

The Gnostic Gospels
Is there evidence to believe the Gospels? The Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John—are four
accounts of Jesus’s life and teachings while on earth. But should we accept them as
historically accurate? What evidence is there that the recorded events actually happened?
Presenting a case for the historical reliability of the Gospels, New Testament scholar Peter
Williams examines evidence from non-Christian sources, assesses how accurately the four
biblical accounts reflect the cultural context of their day, compares different accounts of the
same events, and looks at how these texts were handed down throughout the centuries.
Everyone from the skeptic to the scholar will find powerful arguments in favor of trusting the
Gospels as trustworthy accounts of Jesus’s earthly life.

According to Mary Magdalene
A new translation and restructuring of the New Testament by the author of The Gnostic Bible is
based on the Greek volume and draws on Semitic sources to restore its faithful, plain, and
lyrical narratives, in a volume that also seeks to identify the Greco-Jewish identity of key
biblical figures.

The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Gnostic Gospels
A new translation and restructuring of the New Testament by the author of The Gnostic Bible is
based on the Greek volume and draws on Semitic sources to restore its faithful, plain, and
lyrical narratives, in a volume that also seeks to identify the Greco-Jewish identity of key
biblical figures.

The Gnostic Gospels
In these days of the " higher criticism," with its merciless analysis of original Scripture, much
Page 5/12

Read Book Online The Gnostic Gospels Including The Gospel Of Thomas
The Gospel Of Mary Magdalene Sacred Texts
light would doubtless be thrown on the New Testament by an unprejudiced study of
Gnosticism. This philosophy, which reached a flourishing maturity in the second century of the
Christian era, but became virtually extinct in the sixth, taught that all natures — intellectual,
moral, spiritual, and material—are successive emanations from Deity. Its professors claimed to
have an esoteric and philosophic knowledge of Christian doctrines, and some modern scholars
assert that the Gospels are replete with allusions to the Gnostic teaching. Although it is now
fashionable to dismiss the Syrian and Egyptian schools as a fantastic combination of Oriental
mysticism, Greek philosophy, and Christian theology, yet it is probable that a profound interest
will be awakened among reasoning Christians by " Pistis Sophia."

A Gnostic Book of Hours
Tells the story of the devolution of God from perfect Oneness down to imprisonment in the
material world. Original.

Gnosticism
The books of the Bible are not the only ancient writings to tell the stories of Jesus and his
followers - other Gnostic texts have also been found as well. The Everything Gnostic Gospels
Book provides an overview of Gnosticism and the historical figures who are believed to be the
authors: Thomas, James, Mary Magdalene, and others. This accessible guide explores the
following questions: What do Gnostics believe? Who were the authors of the Gnostic Gospels?
How are the Bible scriptures and Gnostic Gospels different? How are they the same? How
were "official" Christian texts chosen? Learn about the different versions of Christianity that
battled for supremacy in the first centuries after the death of Jesus. This entertaining and
educational book describes each of the Gnostic Gospels, providing insight into the turbulent
times of early Christianity as well as the renewed contemporary interest in these mysterious
writings.

The Thomas Code
A collection of ancient gnostic and related scriptures includes the Sethian scripture, the
writings of Valentinus, works by his followers, and scripture of the school of St. Thomas.

The Restored New Testament: A New Translation with Commentary,
Including the Gnostic Gospels Thomas, Mary, and Judas
A superb series of compact, beautifully presented editions of sacred texts selected from the
major writings of the world's spiritual traditions in reliable and accessible translations. and
values, an urge to break free from the orthodoxies of our own cultural heritage and to explore
beyond its frontiers in search of fulfilment and enlightenment. This search for truth leads us to
the great sacred texts of the world's literature. The four titles this season include the Tao Te
Ching, poetry brimming with Taoist wisdom about our need to bend to nature's currents; the
inspirational Bhagavad Gita, which addresses the issues of conflict - both internal and external;
the deeply mystical texts of the Kabbalah, which has recently become very popular in the
West; and the fascinating forgotten scriptures of the Gnostic Gospels. These texts offer us a
new compass to steer by in our quest for the truth and poetry of the spirit.

The Restored New Testament: A New Translation with Commentary,
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Including the Gnostic Gospels Thomas, Mary, and Judas
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time The Gnostic
Gospels is a landmark study of the long-buried roots of Christianity, a work of luminous
scholarship and wide popular appeal. First published in 1979 to critical acclaim, winning the
National Book Award and the National Book Critics Circle Award, The Gnostic Gospels has
continued to grow in reputation and influence over the past two decades. It is now widely
recognized as one of the most brilliant and accessible histories of early Christian spirituality
published in our time. In 1945 an Egyptian peasant unearthed what proved to be the Gnostic
Gospels, thirteen papyrus volumes that expounded a radically different view of the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ from that of the New Testament. In this spellbinding book, renowned
religious scholar Elaine Pagels elucidates the mysteries and meanings of these sacred texts
both in the world of the first Christians and in the context of Christianity today. With insight and
passion, Pagels explores a remarkable range of recently discovered gospels, including the
Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, to show how a variety of
“Christianities” emerged at a time of extraordinary spiritual upheaval. Some Christians
questioned the need for clergy and church doctrine, and taught that the divine could be
discovered through spiritual search. Many others, like Buddhists and Hindus, sought
enlightenment—and access to God—within. Such explorations raised questions: Was the
resurrection to be understood symbolically and not literally? Was God to be envisioned only in
masculine form, or feminine as well? Was martyrdom a necessary—or worthy—expression of
faith? These early Christians dared to ask questions that orthodox Christians later
suppressed—and their explorations led to profoundly different visions of Jesus and his
message. Brilliant, provocative, and stunning in its implications, The Gnostic Gospels is a
radical, eloquent reconsideration of the origins of the Christian faith.

Jung and the Lost Gospels
From the Nag Hammadi Library with the different times of day and days of the week. She
reveals for us the macrocosm of human experience in the microcosm of the passing hours and
days. Reverent introspection in the moment yields recognition of the sacredness and eternity
of who we are and what our lives mean. Book jacket.

The Gospel of Mary of Magdala
In 1945 several secret gospels, hidden since the first century, were discovered in the Egyptian
Desert at Nag Hammadi. They caused a sensation in the religious world as they revealed the
mysteries of Gnostic Christianity. The gospels selected for this volume reveal intimate
conversations between Jesus and his disciples and shed new light on his relationship with
Mary Magdalene. The Gospel of Thomas, also included, consists of symbolic mini-parables,
many of which are not in the New Testament.

Reading Judas
The success of books such as Elaine Pagels's Gnostic Gospels and Dan Brown's Da Vinci
Code proves beyond a doubt that there is a tremendous thirst today for finding the hidden
truths of Christianity – truths that may have been lost or buried by institutional religion over the
last two millennia. In Forbidden Faith, Richard Smoley narrates a popular history of one such
truth, the ancient esoteric religion of gnosticism, which flourished between the first and fourth
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centuries A.D., but whose legacy remains even today, having survived secretly throughout the
ages.

The Secret Book of John
In a timely critique of a recently discovered text, a top theologian explores the claims of the
Gospel of Judas--Judas was doing was was Jesus asked him when he betrayed Jesus, Jesus
felt no pain on the cross, and more--and offers an authoritative, orthodox word on what the
ancient manuscript really means. 30,000 first printing.

Can We Trust the Gospels?
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611,
coincided with an extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged
as the greatest influence on English-language literature in history. Now, world-class literary
writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of beautifully designed, smallformat volumes. The introducers' passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with the
spirituality and the language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of
literature and remind us of its overwhelming contemporary relevance.

The Gospel According to John
The Visio Pauli and the Gnostic Apocalypse of Paul is the first modern collection of studies on
the most important aspects of the Visio Pauli, the most popular early Christian apocalypse in
the Middle Ages. The volume starts with a short study of the textual traditions of the Visio
Pauli, its Jewish and early Christian traditions as well as its influence on later literature, such
as Dante. This is followed by studies of the Prologue, the four rivers of Eden, the place of the
Ocean, the relation between body and soul, the image of hell and its punishments, and the
connection with fantastic literature. Finally, a codicological, comparative, and textual reevaluation of the Coptic translation attempts to correct earlier errors and to rehabilitate the
value and interest of this long neglected version of the Visio Pauli. The book is concluded with
a study of the earthly tribunal in the fourth heaven of the Gnostic Apocalypse of Paul. As has
become customary, the volume is rounded off by an extensive bibliography of the Visio Pauli
and the Gnostic Apocalypse of Paul and a detailed index.

The Essential Gnostic Gospels
Restores to the forefront of the Christian tradition the importance of the divine feminine • The
first complete English-language translation of the original Coptic Gospel of Mary, with line-byline commentary • Reveals the eminence of the divine feminine in Christian thought • Offers a
new perspective on the life of one of the most controversial figures in the Western spiritual
tradition Perhaps no figure in biblical scholarship has been the subject of more controversy and
debate than Mary Magdalene. Also known as Miriam of Magdala, Mary Magdalene was
considered by the apostle John to be the founder of Christianity because she was the first
witness to the Resurrection. In most theological studies she has been depicted as a reformed
prostitute, the redeemed sinner who exemplifies Christ's mercy. Today's reader can ponder her
role in the gospels of Philip, Thomas, Peter, and Bartholomew--the collection of what have
come to be known as the Gnostic gospels rejected by the early Christian church. Mary's own
gospel is among these, but until now it has remained unknown to the public at large. Orthodox
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theologian Jean-Yves Leloup's translation of the Gospel of Mary from the Coptic and his
thorough and profound commentary on this text are presented here for the first time in English.
The gospel text and the spiritual exegesis of Leloup together reveal unique teachings that
emphasize the eminence of the divine feminine and an abiding love of nature over the dualistic
and ascetic interpretations of Christianity presented elsewhere. What emerges from this
important source text and commentary is a renewal of the sacred feminine in the Western
spiritual tradition and a new vision for Christian thought and faith throughout the world.

The Visio Pauli and the Gnostic Apocalypse of Paul
Gnosticism was a wide-ranging religious movement of the first millennium CE—with earlier
antecedents and later flourishings—whose adherents sought salvation through knowledge and
personal religious experience. Gnostic writings offer striking perspectives on both early
Christian and non-Christian thought. For example, some gnostic texts suggest that god should
be celebrated as both mother and father, and that self-knowledge is the supreme path to the
divine. Only in the past fifty years has it become clear how far the gnostic influence spread in
ancient and medieval religions—and what a marvelous body of scriptures it produced. The
selections gathered here, in poetic, readable translation, represent Jewish, Christian, Hermetic,
Mandaean, Manichaean, Islamic, and Cathar expressions of gnostic spirituality. Their regions
of origin include Egypt, the Greco-Roman world, the Middle East, Syria, Iraq, China, and
France. Also included are introductions, notes, an extensive glossary, and a wealth of
suggestions for further reading.

The Everything Gnostic Gospels Book
The work commonly known as the Letter of Aristeas presents an account of the genesis of the
Septuagint, and incidentally reflects currents of religious thought at a significant period of
history. The book is a work of conscious literary art, composed according to the canons of the
Greek schools, and the exaggerations and inaccuracies that have marred its credit in the past
are marks not of the author's ignorance or bad faith but of the genre to which it belongs.
Considered against its historical and intellectual background, Aristeas to Philocrates is a
document of first-class importance and a unique specimen of its kind in the literature of the
period. Professor Hadas's edition studies the book from the point of view of its literary as well
as religious affinities and significance. His introduction fixes the place of the book in the history
of Greek literature as well as of the religious development of the Jews, and his running
commentary similarly illustrates the text from both points of view. The translation is in
straightforward English. The Greek text is that of H. St. J. Thackeray and the brief critical notes
that accompany it are by Professor Hadas.

The Gnostic Gospels
The Gnostic Gospels of Thomas, Mary, and John
Learn how we got the books of the Bible. There were prophets who proved they were from
God by performing miracles and making localized predictions with one hundred percent
accuracy. Their long range predictions were then recorded in the sixty-six books of the Bible.
We can know this for a fact because over fifty of those long range prophecies have come to
pass since the nation of Israel was reborn in AD 1948. The ancient church fathers teach the
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Gnostic gospels were demonically inspired. They contain no prophecy and their teachings
contradict the teachings of the prophetically proven Word of God. In some cases the church
fathers record which cults wrote which gnostic books and why they are to be considered
heresy. The demonic Gnostic gospels teach reincarnation, that there are multiple gods, and
that humans are divine. They teach that the use of sorcery is imperative for salvation. The
Bible clearly teaches that there is only one God. We do not have a spark of God in us, nor are
we evolving into gods. It also teaches that the use of sorcery is a sin that will damn people to
an eternal hell, and that everyone will die only once, physically resurrect, and be judged. The
Gnostic gospels are summarized in their own chapters showing why these are truly demonic
gospels! Brought to you by Biblefacts Ministries, biblefacts.org

Beyond the Gnostic Gospel
Long ater the death of Christ, the apostles seek out Mary Magdalene. They have come for her
memories of Jesus, as she was closest to and most loved by him. Thus begins her story: her
childhood and the murder of her parents; her education and service at a brothel; her first love.
Mary recounts her intimate experience with Jesus of Nazareth--of meeting this remarkable
man, their all-too-human relationship, and his journey toward destiny. Later, when she realizes
the apostles are intentionally altering Christ's teachings to suit their own goals, Mary struggles
to spread theundistorted teachings herself, joining with her sisters who would otherwise have
no place, and no voice, in the new church the apostles are creating. In sharing her own story,
Mary weaves a richly textured tapestry of people, landscapes, cultures, and beliefs, and
provides new insight into the role of women in the early Christian church. Marianne
Fredrikkson masterfully breathes new life into the figure of Mary Magdalene in this triumphal
novel of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, seen through the eyes of the woman
who loved him most.

Judas and the Gospel of Jesus
Gnosticism developed alongside Judeo-Christianity over two thousand years ago, but with an
important difference: It emphasizes, not faith, but direct perception of God--Gnosticism being
derived from the Greek word gnosis, meaning "knowledge." Given the controversial premise
that one can know God directly, the history of Gnosticism is an unfolding drama of passion,
political intrigue, martyrdom, and mystery. Dr. Hoeller traces this fascinating story throughout
time and shows how Gnosticism has inspired such great thinkers as Voltaire, Blake, Yeats,
Hesse, Melville, and Jung.

The Gospel of Mary Magdalene
The "Lost Gospels" refer to the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi Library, both
discovered in the 1940s. The Nag Hammadi Library consists of writings found by two peasants
who unearthed clay jars in 1945 in upper Egypt. These did not appear in English for 32 years,
because the right to publish was contended by scholars, politicians, and antique dealers. The
Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in clay jars in Palestine by a goatherder in 1947, weathered
similar storms. The first team of analysts were mostly Christian clergy, who weren't anxious to
share material that frightened church leaders. As Dr. Hoeller shows, they rightly feared the
documents would reveal information that might detract from unique claims of Christianity.
Indeed, the Dead Sea Scrolls and Nag Hammadi Library both contradict and complement
accepted tenets of the Old and New Testaments.
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Gnostic Gospels - Sacred Texts
A new translation and analysis of one of the most controversial of the apocryphal gospels •
Emphasizes an initiatic marriage between the male and female principles as the heart of the
Christian mystery • Bears witness to the physical relationship shared by Jesus and Mary
Magdalene • Translated from the Coptic and analyzed by the author of the bestselling The
Gospel of Mary Magdalene (over 90,000 sold The mainstream position of the Christian church
on sexuality was perhaps best summed up by Pope Innocent III (1160-1216) when he stated
that “the sexual act is so shameful that it is intrinsically evil.” Another Christian theologian
maintained that the “Holy Ghost is absent from the room shared by a wedded couple.” What
Philip records in his gospel is that Christ said precisely the opposite: The nuptial chamber is in
fact the holy of holies. For Philip the holy trinity includes the feminine presence. God is the
Father, the Holy Ghost is the Mother, and Jesus is the Son. Neither man nor woman alone is
created in the image of God. It is only in their relationship with one another--the sacred
embrace in which they share the divine breath--that they resemble God. The Gospel of Philip is
best known for its portrayal of the physical relationship shared by Jesus and his most beloved
disciple, Mary of Magdala. Because it ran counter to the direction of the Church, which
condemned the “works of the flesh,” Philip’s gospel was suppressed and lost until
rediscovered at Nag Hammadi in 1947. Orthodox theologian Jean-Yves Leloup’s translation
from the Coptic and his analysis of this gospel are presented here for the first time in English.
What emerges from this important source text is a restoration of the sacred initiatic union
between the male and female principles that was once at the heart of Christianity’s sacred
mystery.
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