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LOST TO THE DESERT WARRIOR
Throughout history women have caused wars, defied the
rules, and brought men to their knees. The famous and the
infamous, queens, divorcées, actresses, and outlaws have
created a ruckus during their lifetimes-turning heads while
making waves. Scandalous Women tells the stories of the risk
takers who have flouted convention, beaten the odds, and
determined the course of world events. *When Cleopatra (69
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BC-30 BC) wasn't bathing in asses' milk, the last pharaoh of
the Ptolemaic dynasty ruled Egypt and forged an important
political alliance with Rome against her enemies-until her
dalliance with Marc Antony turned the empire against her.
*Emilie du Châtelet (1706-1748), a mathematician, physicist,
author, and paramour of one of the greatest minds in France,
Voltaire, shocked society with her unorthodox lifestyle and
intellectual prowess-and became a leader in the study of
theoretical physics in France at a time when the sciences
were ruled by men. *Long before Rosa Parks refused to give
up her seat on the bus, Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1928)
fought to end discrimination and the terrible crime of lynching
and helped found the NAACP, but became known as a
difficult woman for her refusal to compromise and was largely
lost in the annals of history. *Gertrude Bell (1868-1926) had a
passion for archaeology and languages, and left her
privileged world behind to become one of the foremost
chroniclers of British imperialism in the Middle East, and one
of the architects of the modern nation of Iraq.

Bell of the Desert
Palmyra
A marvelous tale of an adventurous life of great historical
import She has been called the female Lawrence of Arabia,
which, while not inaccurate, fails to give Gertrude Bell her
due. She was at one time the most powerful woman in the
British Empire: a nation builder, the driving force behind the
creation of modern-day Iraq. Born in 1868 into a world of
privilege, Bell turned her back on Victorian society, choosing
to read history at Oxford and going on to become an
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archaeologist, spy, Arabist, linguist, author (of Persian
Pictures, The Desert and the Sown, and many other
collections), poet, photographer, and legendary mountaineer
(she took off her skirt and climbed the Alps in her
underclothes). She traveled the globe several times, but her
passion was the desert, where she traveled with only her
guns and her servants. Her vast knowledge of the region
made her indispensable to the Cairo Intelligence Office of the
British government during World War I. She advised the
Viceroy of India; then, as an army major, she traveled to the
front lines in Mesopotamia. There, she supported the creation
of an autonomous Arab nation for Iraq, promoting and
manipulating the election of King Faisal to the throne and
helping to draw the borders of the fledgling state. Gertrude
Bell, vividly told and impeccably researched by Georgina
Howell, is a richly compelling portrait of a woman who
transcended the restrictions of her class and times, and in so
doing, created a remarkable and enduring legacy. " there’s
never a dull moment in the peerless life of this trailblazing
character." - Kirkus Reviews

Sheba
This “richly textured biography” (Chicago Tribune) inspired
the mesmerizing documentary, Letters from Baghdad, now in
theaters. Here is the story of Gertrude Bell, who explored,
mapped, and excavated the Arab world throughout the early
twentieth century. Recruited by British intelligence during
World War I, she played a crucial role in obtaining the loyalty
of Arab leaders, and her connections and information
provided the brains to match T. E. Lawrence's brawn. After
the war, she played a major role in creating the modern
Middle East and was, at the time, considered the most
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powerful woman in the British Empire. In this masterful
biography, Janet Wallach shows us the woman behind these
achievements–a woman whose passion and defiant
independence were at odds with the confined and custombound England she left behind. Too long eclipsed by
Lawrence, Gertrude Bell emerges at last in her own right as a
vital player on the stage of modern history, and as a woman
whose life was both a heartbreaking story and a grand
adventure.

Letters of Gertrude Bell (Volume I) 1874-1917
Virgin: rescued by the sheikh! When Sheikh Khalid Fehr
saves innocent Olivia, he obtains her freedom by claiming her
as his fiancé. Suddenly, it’s become a matter of honour that
Liv fulfil her duties as his regal queenand his captive virgin
bride!

Ayn Rand and the World She Made
With nearly 2 million books in print, this Little Apple series is
H-O-T, hot. The SECRET is out -- DROON is the series that
kids, parents, and teachers are talking about! There's no
place like home! Eric and his friends have finally restored the
Rainbow Stairs, but that was the easy part. Now Gethwing is
loose in the Upper World, and the Moon Dragon is causing
big trouble. Eric, Julie, and Neal have to protect their town,
but they're up against mysterious creatures, strangelybehaving parents, and powerful magic. Can the kids stop
Gethwing before he destroys the Upper World -- for good?

A DESERT CALLING
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As an ethnography of Central Australian singing traditions
and ceremonial contexts, this book asks questions about the
vitality of the cultural knowledge and practices highly valued
by Warlpiri people and fundamental to their cultural heritage.
Set against a discussion of the contemporary vitality of
Aboriginal musical traditions in Australia and embedded in the
historical background of this region, the book lays out the
features of Warlpiri songs and ceremonies, and centers on a
focal case study of the Warlpiri Kurdiji ceremony to illustrate
the modes in which core cultural themes are being passed on
through song to future generations.

The Moon Dragon (The Secrets of Droon #26)
Wife—by royal declaration! Language teacher Molly Carlisle is
furious when she is kidnapped by an impulsive young sheikh
and taken to the kingdom of Djalia. Until she meets her
abductor’s brother, and his commanding charisma sends a
shock wave of need through her… King Azrael fights hard to
resist the temptation of Molly’s bountiful curves, especially
when a sandstorm strands them overnight in the desert. To
protect her reputation from scandal, Azrael declares them
secretly married, only to discover his tactical announcement
is legally binding—Molly is now his queen! And Azrael is
determined to claim his wedding night…

Scandalous Women
Explores the nineteenth-century world of a generation of royal
women, the five daughters of Queen Victoria--Victoria, Alice,
Helena, Louise, and Beatrice--and sheds light on their
complex, frequently tragic, restricted lives. 10,000 first
printing.
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Wicked Lovely
For a thousand generations, desert shamans of the far West
sought order in the stars and in the mysteries and wonder of
their grand, if unforgiving landscape. When summoned, they
doctored the stricken, be they stoic elders or frightened little
children. They conjured rains. Taking leave of reality, they
rode whirlwinds and soared in magical flight. They epitomized
a native American ability "to relate to the land in ways beyond
a Western way of thinking." They're gone now. But there
remain telling accounts of how, day-to-day, they lived: how
omens foretold a shaman's destiny, how he learned his craft,
how he could exercise his power for both good and evil. How
a shaman could travel to the land of the dead and (hopefully)
return. Drawing on the lore of a dozen tribes, Old Magic
conjures the year-to-year life of a shaman - a life of service to
his people, a life fraught with torment and danger, a life often
taking a man or woman to the edge of madness.

Tales from the Queen of the Desert
This is an environmental and political history of Saudi Arabia,
revealing the power of the environment to shape and
influence the political state. Jones traces the modernization of
the Saudi state and its rich oil reserves that were developed
with the help of U.S. expertise and a technocratic elite who
managed not only the vast oil reserves and water supplies
but also the growth of political institutions. From the time oil
was discovered in the 1930s, its control has been at the
center of Saudi political authority and of the modern state. In
addition the state quickly learned to exploit access to water
as a means of controlling the population. Jones demonstrates
the power of the Saudi environment to influence its modern
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political institutions and ideologies over the last eighty years.
It is a fascinating story that helps explain not only how the
Saudi state was transformed but also how the U.S. was
inextricably involved in its technological and political
modernization from the beginning.

Finding Abbey
Three thousand years ago, a dusky queen swept into the
court of King Solomon, and from that time to the present day,
her tale has been told and retold. Who was this queen? Did
she really exist? In a quixotic odyssey that takes him to
Ethiopia, Arabia, Israel, and even a village in France,
Nicholas Clapp seeks the underlying truth behind the
multifaceted myth of the queen of Sheba. It's an eventful
journey. In Israel, he learns of a living queen of Sheba -- a
pilgrim suffering from "Jerusalem Syndrome" -- and in Syria
he tracks down the queen's tomb, as described in the Arabian
Nights. Clapp investigates the Ethiopian shrine where
Menelik, said to be the son of Solomon and the mysterious
queen, may have hidden the Ark of the Covenant. Then the
"worst train in the world" (according to the conductor) takes
Clapp to the Red Sea, where he sets sail for Yemen in an
ancient dhow and comes perilously close to being
shipwrecked. As in his search for the lost city of Ubar, Clapp
uses satellite images, this time to track an ancient caravan
route that leads to the queen's winter capital in present-day
Yemen. The quest is bolstered by new carbon-14 datings and
by the discovery of an Arabian Stonehenge in the sands of
the Rub' al-Khali. Finally, at the romantic and haunting ruins
of Sirwah, the pieces of the queen of Sheba puzzle fall into
place.
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His Defiant Desert Queen
In response to the catastrophic destruction of Syria’s ancient
city of Palmyra, a UNESCO world heritage site, a group of
major international scholars gathered to focus on the art,
archaeology, and history of the beleaguered site and present
their latest findings. Their papers, given at a symposium at
The Metropolitan Museum of Art in May 2016, have been
collected in this fascinating and important publication. They
are accompanied by a moving tribute by Waleed Khaled alAsa‘ad to his father, Khaled al-Asa‘ad, the Syrian
archaeologist and head of antiquities for the ancient city of
Palmyra who was brutally murdered in 2015 while defending
the site. p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 14.0px
Verdana} Palmyra: Mirage in the Desert, published
simultaneously in English and Arabic, is the latest volume in
the Metropolitan Museum symposium series. It is a major
contribution to the knowledge and understanding of this
multicultural desert—located at the crossroads of the ancient
world—that will help preserve the memory of this extraordinary
place for generations to come.

Traded to the Desert Sheikh
Duty, honor and red-hot desire lead to marriage in this royal
desert romance from USA TODAY bestselling author Caitlin
Crews. Chosen for convenience… Bound by desire! Sheikh
Tarek’s kingdom needs a queen. His country has been
scarred by unrest, and discovering a beautiful prisoner in his
palace puts the nation only closer to the brink of collapse.
Until he realizes Dr. Anya Turner might just be the key he’s
looking for… Anya can’t believe the sheikh is now proposing a
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royal wedding! But the desire that burns between herself and
Tarek makes its own rules, and Anya finds herself unable to
resist! She might be queen, but will she ever be able to reach
her husband’s hardened heart? From Harlequin Presents:
Escape to exotic locations where passion knows no bounds.

Queen of the Desert
Model Jemma Copeland must choose between prison and
marriage to Sheikh Mikael, all for breaking Saidia's laws.

Cadillac Desert
Of Walking in Ice
Johan Nivens is a young filmmaker with unrelenting
wanderlust and a penchant for adventure. When his Los
Angeles lifestyle loses its luster, brought on by a waning
relationship, demoralizing day job, and smoggy future, Johan
enrolls to become a long-haul truck driver, careening across
America on eighteen wheels in search of the answer to one
question: What the hell am I doing?In this prequel to
"Welcome to the Abyss", author Steve Nahaj weaves another
coming-of-age tale of confusion, kicks, love, and yearning on
the coiling highway of existence.

Sustaining Indigenous Songs
When Sheikh Mikael catches notorious model Jemma
Copeland flaunting Saidia's laws—and her body—in his desert,
he knows one thing: revenge against his family's destruction
is within his reach! To achieve it he makes Jemma an offer:
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imprisonment or marriage. With her life shattered by the
scandal that rocked her family, Jemma needed that modeling
job. She didn't know that she was breaking the law! But
Mikael's outrageous proposal pushes her beyond shock…to
utter fury. If he expects her to be a meek, pliable bride, this
arrogant sheikh has another think coming!

The Desert Sheikh's Innocent Queen: King of the
Desert, Captive Bride (The Desert Kings, Book 2)
/ Hired: The Sheikh's Secretary Mistress
?A story by USA Today bestselling author becomes a
comic!?After the death of her father, Princess Layla learns of
the nefarious Hassan’s plot to seize the throne by taking her
hand in marriage. She knows she could never succumb to
marrying this man whom she hates so much. She decides to
take things into her own hands and seeks out the popular
man of the people, Sheik Raz, whom she has never met.
Layla appeals to the handsome, muscular Raz to marry her
for her sake and the sake of her country. In a business deallike agreement they marry, but Layla does not account for the
effect Raz’s charms might have on her.

Desert Queen
Rule #3: Don't stare at invisible faeries. Aislinn has always
seen faeries. Powerful and dangerous, they walk hidden in
mortal world. Aislinn fears their cruelty—especially if they learn
of her Sight—and wishes she were as blind to their presence
as other teens. Rule #2: Don't speak to invisible faeries. Now
faeries are stalking her. One of them, Keenan, who is equal
parts terrifying and alluring, is trying to talk to her, asking
questions Aislinn is afraid to answer. Rule #1: Don't ever
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attract their attention. But it's too late. Keenan is the Summer
King who has sought his queen for nine centuries. Without
her, summer itself will perish. He is determined that Aislinn
will become the Summer Queen at any cost—regardless of her
plans or desires. Suddenly none of the rules that have kept
Aislinn safe are working anymore, and everything is on the
line: her freedom; her best friend, Seth; her life; everything.
Faerie intrigue, mortal love, and the clash of ancient rules and
modern expectations swirl together in Melissa Marr's stunning
21st century faery tale.

Gertrude Bell
Cataglyphis ants can set out across vast expanses of desert
terrain in search of prey, and then find the shortest way
home. Rüdiger Wehner has devised elegant experiments to
unmask how they do it. Through a lively and lucid narrative,
he offers a firsthand look at the extraordinary navigational
skills of these charismatic creatures.

His Defiant Desert Queen
A woman far ahead of her time, Gertrude gained a first from
Oxford at a time when very few subjects were even open to
women. She went on to take an active interest in politics
before embarking on her one-woman travels across the
Middle East. She chronicled her journeys through Iraq,
Persia, Syria and beyond and her important diplomatic work,
with characteristic wit and incisiveness.

Daisy Bates in the Desert
The Negev, first published over a decade ago, told the story
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of some twenty years of study of southern Israel's desert. It
synthesized the findings of botanists, geologists, soil
scientists, agronomists, archaeologists, historians, and
engineers and told how the applications of their work
produced an agricultural surplus in this forbiddingly dry, hot
region. Now Michael Evenari has amplified the book with data
from another decade of work. He describes the efforts at a
new farm at Wadi Mashash, extends the weather data
another ten years, presents further work on the adaptations of
plants and animals to desert conditions, and takes a much
deeper look at the historical precedents for the method of
runoff agriculture, which has made the desert bloom.

Desert Queen
"Born into modest circumstances in Ireland in 1859 and
orphaned by the age of six, Daisy Bates' pulled herself up to
become governess, wife, mother, journalist, intrepid traveller
and one of Australia's most controversial ethnographers. Her
lack of convention went deeper than her private life; at a time
when white Australia mostly turned its back on indigenous
Australians, Daisy set out to study desert Aborigines and
document their culture. She would eventually spend 16 years
living in a tent in outback Australia tending and documenting
desert tribes."--Provided by publisher.

Chosen for His Desert Throne
In 1913, at the age of 54, Daisy Bates went to live in the
deserts of South Australia. Brilliantly reviewed, astonishingly
original, this "eloquent and illuminating portrait of an
extraordinary woman" (New York Times Book Review) tells a
fascinating, true story in the tradition of Isak Dinesen and
Page 12/23

Online PDF Desert Queen The Lives And Loves Of
The Shameless Reckless Undaunted Daisy Bates
Barry Lopez.

Demanding His Desert Queen
Letters mainly from England and Europe 1874- 1917

Persian Pictures
"Here in the dust and the sunshine is an epitome of the living
East, and standing unnoticed in a doorway, you will admit that
you have not travelled in vain. But as the procession of
people files past you, you will realize what a gulf lies between
you. The East looks to itself; it knows nothing of the greater
world of which you are a citizen, asks nothing of you and your
civilization."This brilliant, vivid and impressionistic series of
sketches, formed during her 1892 stay in Persia, is Gertrude
Bell's first published work. Infused with a distinctive
orientalism, "Persian Pictures" is an evocative, virtuosic
meditation, moving sinuously between Persia's heroic
complex, mythical past and present decline; the public face of
Tehran and the otherworldly "secret, mysterious life of the
East;" the lives of its women; its enclosed, quasi-medieval
gardens; from the bustling cities to the lonely wastelands of
Khorasan. Bell's documentation of Muharram - the month of
mourning for Imam Hussein, the grandson of the Prophet
Mohammed - and Ramadan, display a mind finely attuned to
the differences and similarities between Islam and
Christianity, East and West. "Persian Pictures" is both
travelog and meditation, an elegaic and beautifully observed
account of a spellbinding land.Scholar, historian, linguist,
archaeologist, photographer, secret service agent and
traveller, Gertrude Bell (1868-1926) was a hugely significant
figure. Her early travels were made in Europe and Persia; she
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made two round-the-world trips (1897-8 and 1902-3), while
her climbing exploits in the Alps from 1899-1904 earned her
renown as a mountaineer. Like other British 'orientalists' of
the early 20th century, she explored the Ottoman Empire
during and after World War I and was hugely instrumental in
the post-war reconfiguration of the Arab states in the Middle
East. She was a prime mover in creating the new state of Iraq
and establishing a constitutional monarchy there with a
parliament, civil service and legal system; as Honorary
Director of Antiquities in Iraq, she established the Iraq
Museum in Baghdad.

Other Lives for the Desert
In late November 1974, filmmaker Werner Herzog received a
phone call from Paris delivering some terrible news. German
film historian, mentor, and close friend Lotte Eisner was
seriously ill and dying. Herzog was determined to prevent this
and believed that an act of walking would keep Eisner from
death. He took a jacket, a compass, and a duffel bag of the
barest essentials, and wearing a pair of new boots, set off on
a three-week pilgrimage from Munich to Paris through the
deep chill and snowstorms of winter. Of Walking in Ice is
Herzog’s beautifully written, much-admired, yet oftenoverlooked diary account of that journey. Herzog documents
everything he saw and felt on his quest to his friend’s
bedside, from poetic descriptions of the frozen landscape and
harsh weather conditions to the necessity of finding shelter in
vacant or abandoned houses and the intense loneliness of
his solo excursion. Includes, for the first time, Werner
Herzog’s 1982 “Tribute to Lotte Eisner” upon her receipt of
the Helmut Käutner Prize
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The Negev
"You belong to me." In the desert, Sheikh Kavian's word is
law. So the defiance of his promised queen, Amaya, who
flees after their betrothal ceremony, is intolerable! Kavian's
already tasted her sweetness—perhaps his reluctant bride-tobe needs reminding of the pleasure he can give… Once
Amaya is back in his kingdom, Kavian commands her total
sensual surrender in the secluded harem baths. Amaya fears
such all-consuming lust makes her weak, but she's proven
she can match his desire. Kavian needs a queen who can
endure everything about him—can Amaya face his dark past
and embrace her desert destiny?

The Odyssey of Homer
When the great environmental writer Edward Abbey died in
1989, four of his friends buried him secretly in a hidden desert
spot that no one would ever find. The final resting place of the
Thoreau of the American West remains unknown and has
become part of American folklore. In this book a young writer
who went looking for Abbey’s grave combines an account of
his quest with a creative biography of Abbey. Sean Prentiss
takes readers across the country as he gathers clues from his
research, travel, and interviews with some of Abbey’s closest
friends—including Jack Loeffler, Ken “Seldom Seen” Sleight,
David Petersen, and Doug Peacock. Along the way, Prentiss
examines his own sense of rootlessness as he attempts to
unravel Abbey’s complicated legacy, raising larger questions
about the meaning of place and home.

The Glass Castle
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Archaeologist, spy, Arabist, linguist, author, poet,
photographer, mountaineer and nation builder, Gertrude Bell
was born in 1868 into a world of privilege and plenty, but she
turned her back on all that for her passion for the Arab
peoples, becoming the architect of the independent kingdom
of Iraq and seeing its first king Faisal safely onto the throne in
1921. Queen of the Desert is her story, vividly told and
impeccably researched, drawing on Gertrude's own writings,
both published and unpublished. Previously published as
Daughter of the Desert, this is a compelling portrait of a
woman who transcended the restrictions of her class and age
and in so doing created a remarkable and enduring legacy.

Victoria's Daughters
"A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert provides the most
complete collection of Sonoran Desert natural history
information ever compiled and is a perfect introduction to this
biologically rich desert of North America."--BOOK JACKET.

Desert Kingdom
A portrait in her own words of the female Lawrence of Arabia.
One of the great woman adventurers of the twentieth century
and the chief architect of British policy in the Middle East after
World War 1, Gertrude Bell turned her back on Victorian
society to study at Oxford and travel the world. Mountaineer,
archaeologist, Arabist, writer, poet, linguist, and spy, she
dedicated her life to championing the Arab cause and was
instrumental in drawing the borders that define today's Middle
East. As she wrote in one of her letters, 'It's a bore being a
woman when you are in Arabia.' Forthright and spirited,
opinionated and playful, and deeply instructive about the Arab
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world, this volume brings together Bell's letters, military
dispatches, diary entries, and travel writings to offer an
intimate look at a woman who shaped nations. 'Her letters are
exactly herself-eager, interested, almost excited .She kept an
everlasting freshness; or a least, however tired she was, she
could always get up enough interest to match that of anyone
who came to see her. I don't think I ever met anyone more
entirely civilized, in the sense of her width of intellectual
sympathy.' T. E. Lawrence

Queen Salome
"The definitive work on the West's water crisis." --Newsweek
The story of the American West is the story of a relentless
quest for a precious resource: water. It is a tale of rivers
diverted and dammed, of political corruption and intrigue, of
billion-dollar battles over water rights, of ecological and
economic disaster. In his landmark book, Cadillac Desert,
Marc Reisner writes of the earliest settlers, lured by the
promise of paradise, and of the ruthless tactics employed by
Los Angeles politicians and business interests to ensure the
city's growth. He documents the bitter rivalry between two
government giants, the Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, in the competition to transform the
West. Based on more than a decade of research, Cadillac
Desert is a stunning expose and a dramatic, intriguing history
of the creation of an Eden--an Eden that may only be a
mirage. From the Trade Paperback edition.

His Queen by Desert Decree
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and
stubborn nonconformity were their curse and their salvation.
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Rex and Rose Mary and their four children lived like nomads,
moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the
mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when
sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them how
to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and
couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family.
When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal
West Virginia mining town Rex had tried to escape. As the
dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for
themselves, supporting one another as they found the
resources and will to leave home. Yet Walls describes her
parents with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in
a family that, despite its profound flaws, gave her the fiery
determination to carve out a successful life. -- From publisher
description.

A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert
Ayn Rand is best known as the author of the perennially
bestselling novels The Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged.
Altogether, more than 12 million copies of the two novels
have been sold in the United States. The books have
attracted three generations of readers, shaped the foundation
of the Libertarian movement, and influenced White House
economic policies throughout the Reagan years and beyond.
A passionate advocate of laissez-faire capitalism and
individual rights, Rand remains a powerful force in the political
perceptions of Americans today. Yet twenty-five years after
her death, her readers know little about her life.In this seminal
biography, Anne C. Heller traces the controversial author’s
life from her childhood in Russia during the Bolshevik
Revolution to her years as a screenwriter in Hollywood, the
publication of her blockbuster novels, and the rise and fall of
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the cult that formed around her in the 1950s and 1960s.
Throughout, Heller reveals previously unknown facts about
Rand’s history and looks at Rand with new research and a
fresh perspective. Based on original research in Russia,
dozens of interviews with Rand’s acquaintances and former
acolytes, and previously unexamined archives of tapes and
letters, AYN RAND AND THE WORLD SHE MADE is a
comprehensive and eye-opening portrait of one of the most
significant and improbable figures of the twentieth century.

Desert Hell
Duty bound at the altar… Passionately reunited in his bed!
Desert prince Karim needs a bride to ensure his smooth
ascension to the throne. Intelligent, captivating Queen
Safiyah is the perfect choice, yet the pain of their broken
engagement remains. This time Karim’s demands are
simple: a diplomatic agreement, nothing more, for their
country’s sake. But Safiyah’s reunion with Karim, the man
she was forbidden from loving, is anything but convenient!
Duty may have brought them back together, but it’s their
undeniable bond that will force them to confront a still-burning
desire…

Desert Navigator
As the ruler of Judea from 76 to 67 B.C.E., Queen Salome
Alexandra (ca. 141 B.C.E.–67 B.C.E.) appointed the
kingdom’s high priest, led its men in battle, subjugated
neighboring kings, and stopped the religious violence that
plagued her society. Presiding over Judea’s greatest period
of peace and prosperity, she shaped the Judaism of Jesus’
day as well as our own. Virtually unknown today, Queen
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Salome remained so unique that historians have largely
ignored her rather than try to explain the perplexing
circumstances that brought her to power. This volume
recreates Queen Salome’s fascinating life and the time in
which she lived—an age when women ruled the Middle East.

Old Magic
Main description: The U.S.-led conquest and occupation of
Iraq have kept that troubled country in international headlines
since 2003. For America's major Coalition ally, Great Britain,
however, this latest incursion into the region played out
against the dramatic backdrop of imperial history: Britain's
fateful invasion of Mesopotamia in 1914 and the creation of a
new nation from the shards of war. The objectives of the
expedition sent by the British Government of India were
primarily strategic: to protect the Raj, impress Britain's military
power upon Arabs chafing under Ottoman rule, and secure
the Persian oil supply. But over the course of the
Mesopotamian campaign, these goals expanded, and by the
end of World War I Britain was committed to controlling the
entire region from Suez to India. The conquest of
Mesopotamia and the creation of Iraq were the central acts in
this boldly opportunistic bid for supremacy. Charles
Townshend provides a compelling account of the atrocious,
unnecessary suffering inflicted on the expedition's mostly
Indian troops, which set the pattern for Britain's follow-up
campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan over the next seven
years. He chronicles the overconfidence, incompetence, and
dangerously vague policy that distorted the mission, and
examines the steps by which an initially cautious strategic
operation led to imperial expansion on a vast scale.Desert
Hell is a cautionary tale for makers of national policy. And for
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those with an interest in imperial history, it raises searching
questions about Britain's quest for global power and the
indelible consequences of those actions for the Middle East
and the world.

A Woman in Arabia
A grand historical novel about Gertrude Bell, one of the most
influential women of the twentieth century. She was the most
celebrated adventurer of her day, the brains behind Lawrence
of Arabia, an adviser to kings and desert sheikhs, and the
British government’s secret weapon in WWI in the campaign
against the Turks. A brilliant academic, mountaineer,
explorer, linguist, politician, and towering literary figure,
Gertrude Bell is the most significant unsung heroine of the
twentieth century. Alan Gold’s meticulously researched novel
accurately opens history’s pages on a peerless woman who
broke all molds on how Victorian women were supposed to
behave—socially, intellectually, and physically. Guiding the
events of the day in open, sanctioned diplomacy and
adventure all across the Middle East, her influence on the
men at the vanguard of history, and her unparalleled skill in
sculpting the pathways and influences of the English, French,
and Arab allies on the region, all lead to perhaps her greatest
achievement: single-handedly creating today’s Iraq. Told as
a biographical narrative of history, Alan Gold reveals that,
more than any other single figure, it was this extraordinary
woman who most determinedly fashioned the Arab world as
we know it today.
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