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Lethal State
Harrisburg State Hospital opened in 1851 as the Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital, the first
public institution in the state. Situated atop a hill overlooking the Susquehanna River, the
original building was an early example of a Kirkbride design hospital. The facility closed in
2006 after serving the commonwealth for 155 years. Harrisburg State Hospital: Pennsylvania's
First Public Asylum presents a pictorial history of the hospital from the first year of only 12
patients through the peak of state care, when the population reached over 2,500 in the 1950s.
Harrisburg State Hospital was an innovative leader in the treatment of the mentally ill,
pioneering new methods of therapy even before they were common practice. It was a
community and a home for those whom society could not otherwise care for.

The Asylum for Wayward Victorian Girls
Drawing from fictional and real accounts, movies, personal interviews, and tours of mental
hospitals both active and defunct, Rondinone uncovers a story at once familiar and bizarre,
where reality meets fantasy in the foggy landscape of celluloid and pulp.

Hospital Hill
A KILLER IS STALKING ME I HAVE NOWHERE TO RUN! Five weeks before Mia Daniels
agrees to complete a patient study for her close friend who is away on her honeymoon, a baby
is born to a young woman who has been a long term drug addict. The baby is hideously
malformed and mentally compromised. At best it has days to live. The decision by medical staff
is to have it transferred to Island View Hospital, the only remaining hospital operated by the
Provincial Government - the medieval looking and almost forgotten institution for the chronic
and criminally insane and the only institution with the staff equipped to handle and care for a
such a severely damaged infant. It is also the one remaining institution where Mia has to
complete her study. As Mia is exposed to Jennifer, a young patient who begs for her help, she
is drawn deep into a world of psychological horror and her own impending peril

1861
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On the outskirts of Havana lies Mazorra, an asylum known to--and at times feared by--ordinary
Cubans for over a century. Since its founding in 1857, the island's first psychiatric hospital has
been an object of persistent political attention. Drawing on hospital documents and government
records, as well as the popular press, photographs, and oral histories, Jennifer L. Lambe
charts the connections between the inner workings of this notorious institution and the highest
echelons of Cuban politics. Across the sweep of modern Cuban history, she finds, Mazorra has
served as both laboratory and microcosm of the Cuban state: the asylum is an icon of its
ignominious colonial and neocolonial past and a crucible of its republican and revolutionary
futures. From its birth, Cuban psychiatry was politically inflected, drawing partisan contention
while sparking debates over race, religion, gender, and sexuality. Psychiatric notions were
even invested with revolutionary significance after 1959, as the new government undertook
ambitious schemes for social reeducation. But Mazorra was not the exclusive province of
government officials and professionalizing psychiatrists. U.S. occupiers, Soviet visitors, and,
above all, ordinary Cubans infused the institution, both literal and metaphorical, with their own
fears, dreams, and alternative meanings. Together, their voices comprise the madhouse that,
as Lambe argues, haunts the revolutionary trajectory of Cuban history.

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History
Named for Daniel Nelson, who arrived with his family in 1814, Nelsonville grew to become a
boomtown by the mid-1800s. Coal mines and brick factories were its major employers, and the
town attracted emigrant workers from England. Two major routes, the Hocking Canal and
Hocking Valley Railroad, not only provided transportation for the area but also a means to
export coal. The canal suffered attacks by Gen. John Hunt Morgan and his Confederate
cavalry during the Civil War and was ultimately destroyed by spring flooding, but the railroad
has remained a premiere tourist attraction. The Public Square, around which the earliest
establishments such as the Dew House were erected, continues to thrive as an arts district.
Images of America: Nelsonville uses archival photographs and postcards to celebrate the most
influential people and beloved places of the "Little City of Black Diamonds" and to recap the
challenges and triumphs that helped earn Nelsonville its distinctive reputation.

Madhouse
The Third Hill North of Town
Ice-pick Lobotomies * Straight Jackets * Seclusion Cells * Ice Water Baths Sounds like scenes
from a horror movie. Welcome to the 19th century asylum. It held the demented, the insane
and the unfortunate. Come explore ghosts and haunted history with author Sherri Brake. Built
in the 1860's to house 250, the asylum in Weston West Virginia was overcrowded with 2,400
patients by the 1950's. Barbaric treatments, unsanitary conditions coupled with scandals,
murders and suicides made for a nightmarish situation. To some it was a haven from the
streets, to others it was hell on earth.

Asylum
Nearly two decades after it closed, the South Carolina State Hospital continues to hold a
palpable mystique in Columbia and throughout the state. Founded in 1821 as the South
Carolina Lunatic Asylum, it housed, fed and treated thousands of patients incapable of
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surviving on their own. The patient population in 1961 eclipsed 6,600, well above its listed
capacity of 4,823, despite an operating budget that ranked forty-fifth out of the forty-eight
states with such large public hospitals. By the mid-1990s, the patient population had fallen
under 700, and the hospital had become a symbol of captivity, horror and chaos. Author
William Buchheit details this history through the words and interviews of those who worked on
the iconic campus.

Lost Inwood
The asylum holds the key to a terrifying past A thrilling creepy photo-novel, perfect for fans of
the New York Times bestseller Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children.

The Colonial History of Hartford
On the Construction, Organization, and General Arrangements of Hospitals
for the Insane
For years, American states have tinkered with the machinery of death, seeking to align capital
punishment with evolving social standards and public will. Against this backdrop, North
Carolina had long stood out as a prolific executioner with harsh mandatory sentencing statutes.
But as the state sought to remake its image as modern and business-progressive in the early
twentieth century, the question of execution preoccupied lawmakers, reformers, and state
boosters alike. In this book, Seth Kotch recounts the history of the death penalty in North
Carolina from its colonial origins to the present. He tracks the attempts to reform and sanitize
the administration of death in a state as dedicated to its image as it was to rigid racial
hierarchies. Through this lens, Lethal State helps explain not only Americans' deep and
growing uncertainty about the death penalty but also their commitment to it. Kotch argues that
Jim Crow justice continued to reign in the guise of a modernizing, orderly state and offers
essential insight into the relationship between race, violence, and power in North Carolina. The
history of capital punishment in North Carolina, as in other states wrestling with similar issues,
emerges as one of state-building through lethal punishment.

A Home of Another Kind
Powerful photographs of the grand exteriors and crumbling interiors of America's abandoned
state mental hospitals.

From Asylum to Prison
Asylum on the Hill is the story of a great American experiment in psychiatry, a revolution in
care for those with mental illness, as seen through the example of the Athens Lunatic Asylum.
Katherine Ziff's compelling presentation incorporates rare photos, letters, maps, and records,
offering readers a fascinating glimpse into psychiatric history.

Asylum
Claire Edington's fascinating look at psychiatric care in French colonial Vietnam challenges our
notion of the colonial asylum as a closed setting, run by experts with unchallenged authority,
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from which patients rarely left. She shows instead a society in which Vietnamese communities
and families actively participated in psychiatric decision-making in ways that strengthened the
power of the colonial state, even as they also forced French experts to engage with local
understandings of, and practices around, insanity. Beyond the Asylum reveals how
psychiatrists, colonial authorities, and the Vietnamese public debated both what it meant to be
abnormal, as well as normal enough to return to social life, throughout the early twentieth
century. Straddling the fields of colonial history, Southeast Asian studies and the history of
medicine, Beyond the Asylum shifts our perspective from the institution itself to its relationship
with the world beyond its walls. This world included not only psychiatrists and their patients, but
also prosecutors and parents, neighbors and spirit mediums, as well as the police and local
press. How each group interacted with the mentally ill, with each other, and sometimes in
opposition to each other, helped decide the fate of those both in and outside the colonial
asylum.

Asylum
A New York Times Notable Book! "This book is true fire. It is everything I didn't even know I
needed." -- Jacqueline Woodson "This is the story that would've made me fall in love with
reading when I was a kid." -- Tomi Adeyemi It's 1863 and dinosaurs roam the streets of New
York as the Civil War rages between raptor-mounted armies down South. Magdalys Roca and
her friends from the Colored Orphan Asylum are on a field trip when the Draft Riots break out,
and a number of their fellow orphans are kidnapped by an evil magistrate, Richard Riker.
Magdalys and her friends flee to Brooklyn and settle in the Dactyl Hill neighborhood, where
black and brown New Yorkers have set up an independent community--a safe haven from the
threats of Manhattan. Together with the Vigilance Committee, they train to fly on dactylback,
discover new friends and amazing dinosaurs, and plot to take down Riker. Can Magdalys and
the squad rescue the rest of their friends before it's too late?

Asylum on the Hill
Patrick McGrath has created his most psychologically penetrating vision to date: a nightmare
world rocked to its foundations by a passion of such force and intensity that it shatters the
lives--and minds--of all who are touched by it. Stella Raphael, a woman of great beauty and
formidable intelligence, is married to Max, a staid and unimaginative forensic psychiatrist. Max
has taken a job in a huge top-security mental hospital in rural England, and Stella, far from
London society, finds herself restless and bored. Into her lonely existence comes Edgar Stark,
a brilliant sculptor confined to the hospital after killing his wife in a psychotic rage. He comes to
Stella's garden to rebuild an old Victorian conservatory there, and Stella cannot ignore her
overwhelming physical attraction to this desperate man. Their explosive affair pits them against
Stella's husband, her child, and the entire institution. When the crisis comes to a head, Stella
makes a decision--one that will destroy several lives and precipitate an appalling tragedy that
could only be fueled by illicit sexual love. Asylum is a terrifying exploration of the extremes to
which erotic obsession can drive us. Patrick McGrath brings his own dazzling blend of cool
artistry and visceral engagement to this mesmerizing story of a fatal love and its unspeakably
tragic aftermath. And in Stella Raphael, a woman who tears down the walls of her constricted
existence to pursue a dangerous passion, he has created a character who will long be
remembered for her willingness to take the ultimate risk, even if she must pay the ultimate
price.
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The Haunted History of the Trans Allegheny Lunatic Asylum
“Reading Lee Smith ranks among the great pleasures of American fiction . . . Gives evidence
again of the grace and insight that distinguish her work.” —Robert Stone, author of Death of the
Black-Haired Girl It’s 1936 when orphaned thirteen-year-old Evalina Toussaint is admitted to
Highland Hospital, a mental institution in Asheville, North Carolina, known for its innovative
treatments for nervous disorders and addictions. Taken under the wing of the hospital’s most
notable patient, Zelda Fitzgerald, Evalina witnesses cascading events that lead up to the tragic
fire of 1948 that killed nine women in a locked ward, Zelda among them. Author Lee Smith has
created, through a seamless blending of fiction and fact, a mesmerizing novel about a world
apart--in which art and madness are luminously intertwined.

Mad House
Asylum
Offers a history of the Chicago Nursery and Half-Orphan Asylum from 1860 through 1984,
detailing changing priorities, policies, regulations, and theories concerning child welfare.

Bittersweet Memories
What if racialized mass incarceration is not a perversion of our criminal justice system's liberal
ideals, but rather a natural conclusion? Adam Malka raises this disturbing possibility through a
gripping look at the origins of modern policing in the influential hub of Baltimore during and
after slavery's final decades. He argues that America's new professional police forces and
prisons were developed to expand, not curb, the reach of white vigilantes, and are best
understood as a uniformed wing of the gangs that controlled free black people by branding
them—and treating them—as criminals. The post–Civil War triumph of liberal ideals thus also
marked a triumph of an institutionalized belief in black criminality. Mass incarceration may be a
recent phenomenon, but the problems that undergird the "new Jim Crow" are very, very old. As
Malka makes clear, a real reckoning with this national calamity requires not easy reforms but a
deeper, more radical effort to overcome the racial legacies encoded into the very DNA of our
police institutions.

South Carolina State Hospital, The: Stories from Bull Street
To many, asylums are a relic of a bygone era. State governments took steps between 1950
and 1990 to minimize the involuntary confinement of people in psychiatric hospitals, and many
mental health facilities closed down. Yet, as Anne Parsons reveals, the asylum did not die
during deinstitutionalization. Instead, it returned in the modern prison industrial complex as the
government shifted to a more punitive, institutional approach to social deviance. Focusing on
Pennsylvania, the state that ran one of the largest mental health systems in the country,
Parsons tracks how the lack of community-based services, a fear-based politics around mental
illness, and the economics of institutions meant that closing mental hospitals fed a cycle of
incarceration that became an epidemic. This groundbreaking book recasts the political
narrative of the late twentieth century, as Parsons charts how the politics of mass incarceration
shaped the deinstitutionalization of psychiatric hospitals and mental health policy making. In
doing so, she offers critical insight into how the prison took the place of the asylum in crucial
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ways, shaping the rise of the prison industrial complex.

The Dead Girls of Hysteria Hall
Set against the turbulent backdrop of the 1960s, Noah Bly's evocative debut explores
prejudice, loss, and redeeming courage through the prism of an unlikely friendship. When fiftyfour-year-old Julianna Dapper slips out of a mental hospital in Bangor, Maine, on a June day in
1962, it's with one purpose in mind. Julianna knows she must go back to the tiny farming
community in northern Missouri where she was born and raised. It's the place where she and
her best friend, Ben Taylor, roamed as children, and where her life's course shifted irrevocably
one night long ago. Embarking on her journey, Julianna meets Elijah Hunter, a shy teenaged
African-American boy, and Jon Tate, a young hitchhiker on the run from the law. The three
become traveling companions, bound together by quirks of happenstance. And even as the
emerging truth about Julianna's past steers them inexorably toward tragedy, their surprising
bond may be the means to transform fear and heartache into the strength that finally guides
Julianna home. The Third Hill North of Town is a haunting, imaginative story of human
connection and coincidence—a poignant and powerful novel that ripples with wit and heart.
Advance Praise For The Third Hill North Of Town "A brilliant combination of chaos and
coincidence. With fresh language and uniquely imperfect characters, Noah Bly weaves a story
of a cross-country trek that is both improbable and believable. This fresh, engrossing novel left
me convinced of the power of memory, even as it arises from a disturbed mind, and taught
me—as Bly promises—the wisdom of faith in the ridiculous." —Anna Jean Mayhew, author of The
Dry Grass of August "This is an eerie, haunting, beautifully realized novel populated by
charming misfits and eccentrics." --Joseph Olshan, author of Cloudland "Once The Third Hill
North of Town turns over its engine, readers will do well to secure their grip on themselves,
their loved ones, and any notions they have about guilt and innocence, truth and trust,
convenience and blame. By its end, Bly's whirlwind challenges much of what we believe
without necessarily meaning to, including those comfortable views on the infinite gradations we
lump under the banner of mental illness, including racism. A hell of a journey." —Kyle Beachy,
author of The Slide "What a wild ride this novel is! The Third Hill North of Town grabs hold and
doesn't let go. A story of the tragedy and beauty of coincidence and circumstance, this novel is
one that brings the unlikeliest characters together in a way that is somehow both surprising
and meaningful." —T. Greenwood, author of Bodies of Water "Noah Bly takes readers on an
unforgettable ride through America. Well written, page-turning, and hard to put down!" —Jim
Kokoris, author of The Pursuit of Other Interests "A glorious, madcap American road novel in
the picaresque tradition, The Third Hill North of Town explores a dark uncharted territory where
vengefulness and desire and coincidence and consequence blow wild through human hearts,
tossing people together and tearing them apart. Think On the Road written by Flannery
O'Connor. A profound meditation on the sanctity of improvised friendships."--Stephen Lovely,
author of Irreplaceable

Incarcerated Stories
The Quaker City and its hospitals were pioneers in the field of mental health. Yet by the end of
the nineteenth century, its institutions were crowded and patients lived in shocking conditions.
The mentally ill were quartered with the dangerously criminal. By 1906, the city had purchased
a vast acreage of farmland incorporated into the city, and the Philadelphia Hospital dubbed its
new venture Byberry City Farms. From the start, its history was riddled with corruption and
committees, investigations and inquests, appropriations and abuse. Yet it is also a story of
reform and redemption, of heroes and human dignity--many dedicated staff members did their
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best to help patients whose mental illnesses were little understood and were stigmatized by
society. Join author J.P. Webster as he explores the fascinating and complex history of the
Philadelphia State Hospital at Byberry.

Nelsonville
Though the origins of asylums can be traced to Europe, the systematic segregation of the
mentally ill into specialized institutions occurred in the United States only after 1800, just as the
struggle to end slavery took hold. In this book, Wendy Gonaver examines the relationship
between these two historical developments, showing how slavery and ideas about race shaped
early mental health treatment in the United States, especially in the South. She reveals these
connections through the histories of two asylums in Virginia: the Eastern Lunatic Asylum in
Williamsburg, the first in the nation; and the Central Lunatic Asylum in Petersburg, the first
created specifically for African Americans. Eastern Lunatic Asylum was the only institution to
accept both slaves and free blacks as patients and to employ slaves as attendants. Drawing
from these institutions' untapped archives, Gonaver reveals how slavery influenced ideas
about patient liberty, about the proper relationship between caregiver and patient, about what
constituted healthy religious belief and unhealthy fanaticism, and about gender. This early form
of psychiatric care acted as a precursor to public health policy for generations, and Gonaver's
book fills an important gap in the historiography of mental health and race in the nineteenth
century.

Short History of Asylum, Pennsylvania Founded in 1793 by the French
Exiles in America
Harrisburg State Hospital
Indigenous women migrants from Central America and Mexico face harrowing experiences of
violence before, during, and after their migration to the United States, like all asylum seekers.
But as Shannon Speed argues, the circumstances for Indigenous women are especially
devastating, given their disproportionate vulnerability to neoliberal economic and political
policies and practices in Latin America and the United States, including policing, detention, and
human trafficking. Speed dubs this vulnerability "neoliberal multicriminalism" and identifies its
relation to settler structures of Indigenous dispossession and elimination. Using innovative
ethnographic practices to record and recount stories from Indigenous women in U.S. detention,
Speed demonstrates that these women's vulnerability to individual and state violence is not
rooted in a failure to exercise agency. Rather, it is a structural condition, created and reinforced
by settler colonialism, which consistently deploys racial and gender ideologies to manage the
ongoing business of occupation and capitalist exploitation. With sensitive narration and
sophisticated analysis, this book reveals the human consequences of state policy and
practices throughout the Americas and adds vital new context for understanding the
circumstances of migrants seeking asylum in the United States.

The Memorial History of Hartford County, Connecticut, 1633-1884
Its landscaped ground, chosen by Frederick Law Olmsted and dotted with Tudor mansions,
could belong to a New England prep school. There are no fences, no guards, no locked gates.
But McLean Hospital is a mental institution-one of the most famous, most elite, and once most
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luxurious in America. McLean "alumni" include Olmsted himself, Robert Lowell, Sylvia Plath,
James Taylor and Ray Charles, as well as (more secretly) other notables from among the rich
and famous. In its "golden age," McLean provided as genteel an environment for the treatment
of mental illness as one could imagine. But the golden age is over, and a downsized,
downscale McLean-despite its affiliation with Harvard University-is struggling to stay afloat.
Gracefully Insane, by Boston Globe columnist Alex Beam, is a fascinating and emotional
biography of McLean Hospital from its founding in 1817 through today. It is filled with stories
about patients and doctors: the Ralph Waldo Emerson protégé whose brilliance disappeared
along with his madness; Anne Sexton's poetry seminar, and many more. The story of McLean
is also the story of the hopes and failures of psychology and psychotherapy; of the evolution of
attitudes about mental illness, of approaches to treatment, and of the economic pressures that
are making McLean-and other institutions like it-relics of a bygone age. This is a compelling
and often oddly poignant reading for fans of books like Plath's The Bell Jar and Susanna
Kaysen's Girl, Interrupted (both inspired by their author's stays at McLean) and for anyone
interested in the history of medicine or psychotherapy, or the social history of New England.

White Noise
Chronicles the revolution of ideas that preceded--and led to--the start of the Civil War, looking
at a diverse cast of characters and the actions of citizens throughout the country in their efforts
to move beyond compromise and end slavery. Reprint.

Nightmare Factories
After almost three decades of living and working at Northampton Hospital for the insane, it's
time for Valerie Martin to make a change and watch as the hospital closes its doors for good.
But Northampton isn't done with her. Fifteen years later and weeks before retirement she finds
herself back within its walls completing one last task for the department. A job that will uncover
a dark and disturbing secret the hospital has kept hidden for years. As she digs further into the
mystery, she must relive her memories and her own time at Northampton Hospital; something
that may change her forever. Welcome back to Hospital Hill

Dactyl Hill Squad
Gracefully Insane
The Peculiar Institution and the Making of Modern Psychiatry, 1840–1880
The Men of Mobtown
Delia's new house isn't just a house. Long ago, it was the Piven Institute for the Care and
Correction of Troubled Females -- an insane asylum nicknamed "Hysteria Hall." However,
many of the inmates were not insane, just defiant and strong willed. Kind of like Delia herself.
But the house still wants to keep "troubled" girls locked away. So, in the most horrifying way,
Delia becomes trapped. And that's when she learns that the house is also haunted. Ghost girls
wander the hallways in their old-fashioned nightgowns. A handsome ghost boy named Theo
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roams the grounds. Delia learns that all the spirits are unsettled and full of dark secrets. The
house, too, harbors shocking truths within its walls -- truths that only Delia can uncover, and
that may set her free. And she'll need to act quickly -- before the house's power overtakes
everything she loves. Katie Alender brings heart-pounding suspense, gorgeous writing, and a
feminist twist to this tale of memories and madness.

Asylum of the Gilded Pill
Discover the details of 19th-Century insane asylums in Michael Keene's latest historical
venture, Mad House. With vivid detail and deep research, readers will travel through the
lineage and architecture of the asylums in New York. While walking in the footsteps of history's
mentally ill, readers will continue to be amazed at their treatment, their stories and the ever
evolving world of mental health in the United States. Mad House specifically looks into the
insane asylum wards of 19th century New York and the rich assortment of doctors and patients
that inhabited them. Be prepared to be both educated and entertained as you follow along with
Keene and the sad, but engaging inhabitants in the hidden history of New York insane
asylums.

Beyond the Asylum
“It has been a while since I have read a book as richly sown with beauty . . . A remarkable
work, remarkable for the precision and vitality of its perceptions and for the successful intricacy
of its prose.” —James Wood, The New Yorker A visionary novel by "one of the most talented
writers of his generation"—The Times Literary Supplement Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize
Based on real events, The Quickening Maze won over UK critics and readers alike with its
rapturous prose and vivid exploration of poetry and madness. Historically accurate yet
brilliantly imagined, this is the debut publication of this elegant and riveting novel in the United
States. In 1837, after years of struggling with alcoholism and depression, the great nature poet
John Clare finds himself in High Beach—a mental institution located in Epping Forest on the
outskirts of London. It is not long before another famed writer, the young Alfred Tennyson,
moves nearby and grows entwined in the catastrophic schemes of the hospital's owner, the
peculiar Dr. Matthew Allen, his lonely adolescent daughter, and a coterie of mysterious local
characters. With lyrical grace, the cloistered world of High Beach and its residents are brought
richly to life in this enchanting book.

Guests on Earth
This book seeks to understand what really happened at the Peoria State Hospital during its
fascinating history and to do so as accurately as possible. In the end, the individual reader will
be allowed to draw his or her own conclusions regarding the hospital and those who call it their
"home."

A Mind that Found Itself
Inwood, the northernmost neighborhood of Manhattan, has a rich yet little-known history. For
centuries, the region remained practically unchanged--a quaint, country village known to early
Dutch settlers as Tubby Hook. The subway's arrival in the early 1900s transformed the area,
once scorned as "ten miles from a beefsteak," from farm to city virtually overnight. The same
construction boom sparked an age of neighborhood self-discovery, when vestiges of the
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past--in the form of mastodon bones, arrowheads, colonial pottery, Revolutionary War
cannonballs, and forgotten cemeteries--emerged from the earth. Waves of German, Irish, and
Dominican immigrants subsequently produced a vibrant urban oasis with a big-city/small-town
feel. Inwood has also been home to wealthy country estates, pre-integration sports arenas,
and a lively waterfront culture. Famous residents have included NBA legend Kareem AbdulJabbar, Basketball Diaries author Jim Carroll, and Hamilton creator/star Lin-Manuel Miranda.

Free Justice
A brilliant satire of mass culture and the numbing effects of technology, White Noise tells the
story of Jack Gladney, a teacher of Hitler studies at a liberal arts college in Middle America.
Jack and his fourth wife, Babette, bound by their love, fear of death, and four ultramodern
offspring, navigate the rocky passages of family life to the background babble of brand-name
consumerism. Then a lethal black chemical cloud, unleashed by an industrial accident, floats
over there lives, an "airborne toxic event" that is a more urgent and visible version of the white
noise engulfing the Gladneys—the radio transmissions, sirens, microwaves, and TV
murmurings that constitute the music of American magic and dread.

The Quickening Maze
Every day, in courtrooms around the United States, thousands of criminal defendants are
represented by public defenders--lawyers provided by the government for those who cannot
afford private counsel. Though often taken for granted, the modern American public defender
has a surprisingly contentious history--one that offers insights not only about the "carceral
state," but also about the contours and compromises of twentieth-century liberalism. First
gaining appeal amidst the Progressive Era fervor for court reform, the public defender idea was
swiftly quashed by elite corporate lawyers who believed the legal profession should remain
independent from the state. Public defenders took hold in some localities but not yet as a
nationwide standard. By the 1960s, views had shifted. Gideon v. Wainwright enshrined the
right to counsel into law and the legal profession mobilized to expand the ranks of public
defenders nationwide. Yet within a few years, lawyers had already diagnosed a "crisis" of
underfunded, overworked defenders providing inadequate representation--a crisis that persists
today. This book shows how these conditions, often attributed to recent fiscal emergencies,
have deep roots, and it chronicles the intertwined histories of constitutional doctrine, big
philanthropy, professional in-fighting, and Cold War culture that made public defenders
ubiquitous but embattled figures in American courtrooms.

The Philadelphia State Hospital at Byberry
I am not telling the story of my life just to write a book. I tell it because it seems my plain duty to
do so. A narrow escape from death and a seemingly miraculous return to health after an
apparently fatal illness are enough to make a man ask himself: For what purpose was my life
spared? That question I have asked myself and this book is in part an answer.
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