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It All Depends on the Dose
To my knowledgeno onehas ever written a comprehensive book dealing with physicians through the ages
and recounting their history in a coherent fashion. So wrote Syrian physician Ibn Abi Usaybi'ah, circa 1243,
as he embarked on the first world history of medicine ever attempted. Many physicians served at the royal
courts of their time and were firmly part of the intellectual and cultural scene, where the ability to write
stylishly and entertain one's peers in both prose and verse was the basis of social credibility. The work Ibn Abi
Usaybi'ah created contains over 432 biographical accounts of physicians from those of ancient Greece, such
as Galen, through Avicenna and Maimonides, to the author's own colleagues of the 13th century. As such,
his work includes important accounts of medical activity in medieval hospitals. Through this book, a window
opens not only on to the origins of the medical profession, but also into the truly multi-cultural, multireligious world of the medieval Middle East. Anecdotes and Antidotes is an abridged version of this world
history of medicine. It comprises 103 biographies of physicians and philosophers, organized geographically
and chronologically, from the 4th century BC to the 13th century, and includes seminal Muslim, Christian
and Jewish figures. It contains vital medical and historical information, as well as revealing the cultural values,
interests and concerns of the literary and intellectual elite of the time.

The Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale
This original book untangles fundamental confusions about historical relationships among Islam,
representational images, and philosophy. Closely examining some of the most meaningful and best preserved
premodern illustrated manuscripts of Islamic cosmographies, Persis Berlekamp refutes the assertion often
made by other historians of medieval Islamic art that, while representational images did exist, they did not
serve religious purposes. The author focuses on widely disseminated Islamic images of the wonders of
creation, Show more This original book untangles fundamental confusions about historical relationships
among Islam, representational images, and philosophy. Closely examining some of the most meaningful and
best preserved premodern illustrated manuscripts of Islamic cosmographies, Persis Berlekamp refutes the
assertion often made by other historians of medieval Islamic art that, while representational images did exist,
they did not serve religious purposes. The author focuses on widely disseminated Islamic images of the
wonders of creation, ranging from angels to human-snatching birds, and argues that these illustrated
manuscripts aimed to induce wonder at God's creation, as was their stated purpose. She tracks the various
ways that images advanced that purpose in the genre's formative milieu - the century and a half following the
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Mongol conquest of the Islamic East in 1258. Delving into social history and into philosophical ideas relevant
to manuscript and image production, Berlekamp shows that philosophy occupied an established, if
controversial, position within Islam. She thereby radically reframes representational images within the history
of Islam.

On Theriac to Piso, Attributed to Galen
Panaceia’s Daughters provides the first book-length study of noblewomen’s healing activities in early
modern Europe. Drawing on rich archival sources, Alisha Rankin demonstrates that numerous German
noblewomen were deeply involved in making medicines and recommending them to patients, and many
gained widespread fame for their remedies. Turning a common historical argument on its head, Rankin
maintains that noblewomen’s pharmacy came to prominence not in spite of their gender but because of it.
Rankin demonstrates the ways in which noblewomen’s pharmacy was bound up in notions of charity,
class, religion, and household roles, as well as in expanding networks of knowledge and early forms of
scientific experimentation. The opening chapters place noblewomen’s healing within the context of
cultural exchange, experiential knowledge, and the widespread search for medicinal recipes in early modern
Europe. Case studies of renowned healers Dorothea of Mansfeld and Anna of Saxony then demonstrate the
value their pharmacy held in their respective roles as elderly widow and royal consort, while a study of the
long-suffering Duchess Elisabeth of Rochlitz emphasizes the importance of experiential knowledge and
medicinal remedies to the patient’s experience of illness.

The Profession of Widowhood
"Chronicles the period between the 4th and 12th centuries, when rulers in Europe, the Mideast and Asia
turned to religious reasons to justify political and military action, a time that included the development of
Islam, the crowning of Charlemagne and the rise of the T'ang Dynasty. By the author of The History of the
Ancient World."

Wit and Wisdom in Classical Arabic Literature
This study examines figures afflicted with erotic melancholy in early modern literature, providing a historical
context for their malady, and discussing how the literary representation of lovesickness relates to wider issues
of gender and identity. It offers an important contribution to the history of romantic love and will be of
interest to students and scholars of literature, gender, and medical history.

The Story of English
Philosophy and the Young Child presents striking evidence that young children naturally engage in a brand
of thought that is genuinely philosophical. In a series of exquisite examples that could only have been
gathered by a professional philosopher with an extraordinary respect for young minds, Gareth Matthews
demonstrates that children have a capacity for puzzlement and mental play that leads them to tackle many of
the classic problems of knowledge, value and existence that have traditionally formed the core of
philosophical thought. Matthews' anecdotes reveal children reasoning about these problems in a way that
must be taken seriously by anyone who wants to understand how children think. Philosophy and the Young
Child provides a powerful antidote to the widespread tendency to underestimate children's mental ability
and patronize their natural curiosity. As Matthews shows, even child psychologists as insightful as Piaget have
failed to grasp the subtlety of children's philosophical frame of mind. Only in children's literature does
Matthews find any sensitivity to children's natural philosophizing. Old favorites like Winnie the Pooh, the Oz
books, and The Bear That Wasn't are full of philosophical puzzlers that amuse and engage children. More
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important, these stories manage to strip away the mental defensiveness and conventionality that so often
prevent adults from appreciating the way children begin to think about the world. Gareth Matthews believes
that adults have much to gain if they can learn to "do philosophy" with children, and his book is a rich source
of useful suggestions for parents, teachers, students and anyone else who might like to try.

The Travels of Sir John Mandeville
The Profession of Widowhood explores how the idea of ‘true’ widowhood was central to pre-modern
ideas concerning marriage and of female identity more generally. The medieval figure of the Christian vere
vidua or “good” widow evolved from and reinforced ancient social and religious sensibilities of chastity,
loyalty and grief as gendered ‘work.’ The ideal widow was a virtuous woman who mourned her dead
husband in chastity, solitude, and most importantly, in perpetuity, marking her as “a widow indeed” (1
Tim 5:5). The widow who failed to display adequate grief fulfilled the stereotype of the ‘merry widow’
who forgot her departed spouse and abused her sexual and social freedom. Stereotypes of widows ‘good’
and ‘bad’ served highly-charged ideological functions in pre-modern culture, and have remained durable
even in modern times, even as Western secular society now focuses more on a woman’s recovery from grief
and possible re-coupling than the expectation that she remain forever widowed. The widow represented not
only the powerful bond created by love and marriage, but also embodied the conventions of grief that
ordered the response when those bonds were broken by premature death. This notion of the widow as both a
passive memorial to her husband and as an active ‘rememberer’ was rooted in ancient traditions, and
appropriated by early Christian and medieval authors who used “good” widowhood to describe the
varieties of female celibacy and to define the social and gender order. A tradition of widowhood
characterized by chastity, solitude, and permanent bereavement affirmed both the sexual mores and political
agenda of the medieval Church. Medieval widows—both holy women recognized as saints and ‘ordinary
women’ in medieval daily life—recognized this tradition of professed chastity in widowhood not only as a
valuable strategy for avoiding remarriage and protecting their independence, but as a state with inherent
dignity that afforded opportunities for spiritual development in this world and eternal merit in the next.

Epigrams from the Greek Anthology
In Renaissance Italy women from all walks of life played a central role in health care and the early
development of medical science. Observing that the frontlines of care are often found in the household and
other spaces thought of as female, Sharon Strocchia encourages us to rethink women's place in the history of
medicine.

Writing Alone and with Others
Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is truly a revelatory new history of the world, promising
to destabilize notions of where we come from and where we are headed next. From the Middle East and its
political instability to China and its economic rise, the vast region stretching eastward from the Balkans across
the steppe and South Asia has been thrust into the global spotlight in recent years. Frankopan teaches us that
to understand what is at stake for the cities and nations built on these intricate trade routes, we must first
understand their astounding pasts. Frankopan realigns our understanding of the world, pointing us eastward.
It was on the Silk Roads that East and West first encountered each other through trade and conquest, leading
to the spread of ideas, cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of empires to the spread of Buddhism and
the advent of Christianity and Islam, right up to the great wars of the twentieth century—this book shows
how the fate of the West has always been inextricably linked to the East. Also available: The New Silk Roads,
a timely exploration of the dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right now—as seen from
the perspective of the rising powers of the East.
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H. P. Lovecraft
Eat your way around the world without leaving your home in this mouthwatering cultural history of 100
classic dishes. Best Culinary Travel Book (U.K.), Gourmand World Cookbook Awards Finalist for the
Fortnum & Mason Food Book Award “When we eat, we travel.” So begins this irresistible tour of the
cuisines of the world, revealing what people eat and why in forty cultures. What’s the origin of kimchi in
Korea? Why do we associate Argentina with steak? Why do people in Marseille eat bouillabaisse? What spices
make a dish taste North African versus North Indian? What is the story behind the curries of India? And how
do you know whether to drink a wine from Bourdeaux or one from Burgundy? Bubbling over with
anecdotes, trivia, and lore—from the role of a priest in the genesis of Camembert to the Mayan origins of the
word chocolate—The World on a Plate serves up a delicious mélange of recipes, history, and culinary
wisdom to be savored by food lovers and armchair travelers alike. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Story of Philosophy
A man admits that, when drunk, he tried to have sex with an eighteen-year-old girl; she is arrested and denies
they had intercourse, but finally begs God's forgiveness. Then she is publicly hanged alongside her attacker.
These events took place in 1644, in Boston, where today they would be viewed with horror. How--and
when--did such a complete transformation of our culture's attitudes toward sex occur? In The Origins of Sex,
Faramerz Dabhoiwala provides a landmark history, one that will revolutionize our understanding of the
origins of sexuality in modern Western culture. For millennia, sex had been strictly regulated by the Church,
the state, and society, who vigorously and brutally attempted to punish any sex outside of marriage. But by
1800, everything had changed. Drawing on vast research--from canon law to court cases, from novels to
pornography, not to mention the diaries and letters of people great and ordinary--Dabhoiwala shows how
this dramatic change came about, tracing the interplay of intellectual trends, religious and cultural shifts, and
politics and demographics. The Enlightenment led to the presumption that sex was a private matter; that
morality could not be imposed; that men, not women, were the more lustful gender. Moreover, the rise of
cities eroded community-based moral policing, and religious divisions undermined both church authority
and fear of divine punishment. Sex became a central topic in poetry, drama, and fiction; diarists such as
Samuel Pepys obsessed over it. In the 1700s, it became possible for a Church of Scotland leader to commend
complete sexual liberty for both men and women. Arguing that the sexual revolution that really counted
occurred long before the cultural movement of the 1960s, Dabhoiwala offers readers an engaging and wholly
original look at the Western world's relationship to sex. Deeply researched and powerfully argued, The
Origins of Sex is a major work of history.

Forgotten Healers
The Devil's Blind Spot is a collection of 173 stories arranged in five chapters. The first group illustrates the
little-known virtues of the devil; the second explores love; the third addresses power; the fourth considers the
cosmos; and the fifth ranges all our k nowledge' against our feelings.

Constellation Myths
A follow-up to Encyclopedia of the Exquisite presents a miscellany of engaging stories about intriguing
customs, traditions and guilty pleasures pursued throughout history, from the day-long ceremony of laying a
royal Elizabethan tablecloth to Nostradamus's beliefs about the aphrodisiac power of jam.

An Eleventh-Century Egyptian Guide to the Universe
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Three-time Hugo Award winner and NYT bestselling author N. K. Jemisin challenges and delights readers
with thought-provoking narratives of destruction, rebirth, and redemption that sharply examine modern
society in her first collection of short fiction, which includes never-before-seen stories. "Marvelous and wideranging." -- Los Angeles Times"Gorgeous" -- NPR Books"Breathtakingly imaginative and narratively bold."
-- Entertainment Weekly Spirits haunt the flooded streets of New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina. In a parallel universe, a utopian society watches our world, trying to learn from our mistakes. A black
mother in the Jim Crow South must save her daughter from a fey offering impossible promises. And in the
Hugo award-nominated short story "The City Born Great," a young street kid fights to give birth to an old
metropolis's soul.

Lovesickness and Gender in Early Modern English Literature
Robert Leigh offers a critical edition with translation into English, commentary and introduction of the
pharmacological treatise On Theriac to Piso traditionally attributed to Galen, and reviews the evidence as to
the validity of the attribution to Galen.

Anecdotes and Antidotes
"First published as an Oxford world's classics paperback, 2015."--Verso of title page.

The Silk Roads
Born as a Germanic tongue with the arrival in Britain of the Anglo-Saxons in the early medieval period,
heavily influenced by Norman French from the 11th century, and finally emerging as modern English from
the late Middle Ages, the English language has grown to become the linguistic equivalent of a superpower,
and is now sometimes described as the world's lingua franca. Worldwide, some 380 million people speak
English as a first language and some 600 million as a second language. A staggering one billion people are
believed to be learning it. English is the premier international language in communications, science, business,
aviation, entertainment, and diplomacy and also on the Internet. It has been one of the official languages of
the United Nations since its founding in 1945. It is considered by many good judges to be well on the way to
becoming the world's first universal language Author Philip Gooden tells the story of the English language in
all its richness and variety. From the intriguing origins and changing definitions of common words such as
OK, berserk, curfew, cabal, and pow-wow, to the massive transformations wrought in the vocabulary and
structure of the language by Anglo-Saxon and Norman conquest, through to the literary triumphs of
Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales and the works of Shakespeare. The Story of English is a fascinating tale of
linguistic, social and cultural transformation, and one that is accessibly and authoritatively told by an author
in perfect command of his material.

The Devil's Blind Spot
The author of The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England takes you through the world of Shakespeare
and Queen Elizabeth I From the author of The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England, this popular
history explores daily life in Queen Elizabeth’s England, taking us inside the homes and minds of ordinary
citizens as well as luminaries of the period, including Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, Sir Walter Raleigh,
and Sir Francis Drake. Organized as a travel guide for the time-hopping tourist, Mortimer relates in delightful
(and occasionally disturbing) detail everything from the sounds and smells of sixteenth-century England to
the complex and contradictory Elizabethan attitudes toward violence, class, sex, and religion. Original
enough to interest those with previous knowledge of Elizabethan England and accessible enough to entertain
those without, The Time Traveler’s Guide is a book for Elizabethan enthusiasts and history buffs alike.
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The World on a Plate
The first monograph on Islamic hospitals, this volume examines their origins, development, architecture,
social roles, and connections to non-Islamic institutions.

The Origins of Sex
The classic respected series in a stunning new design. This edition of The Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale
from the highly-respected Selected Tales series includes the full, complete text in the original Middle English,
along with an in-depth introduction by James Winny, detailed notes and a comprehensive glossary.

The Book of Common Prayer
The Atlantic represented a world of opportunity in the eighteenth century, but it represented division also,
separating families across its coasts. Whether due to economic shifts, changing political landscapes, imperial
ambitions, or even simply personal tragedy, many families found themselves fractured and disoriented by the
growth and later fissure of a larger Atlantic world. Such dislocation posed considerable challenges to all
individuals who viewed orderly family relations as both a general and a personal ideal. The more fortunate
individuals who thus found themselves 'all at sea' were able to use family letters, with attendant emphases on
familiarity, sensibility, and credit, in order to remain connected in times and places of considerable
disconnection. Portraying the family as a unified, affectionate, and happy entity in such letters provided a
means of surmounting concerns about societies fractured by physical distance, global wars, and increasing
social stratification. It could also provide social and economic leverage to individual men and women in
certain circumstances. Sarah Pearsall explores the lives and letters of these families, revealing the sometimes
shocking stories of those divided by sea. Ranging across the Anglophone Atlantic, including mainland
American colonies and states, Britain, and the British Caribbean, Pearsall argues that it was this expanding
Atlantic world, much more than the American Revolution, that reshaped contemporary ideals about
families, as much as families themselves reshaped the transatlantic world.

The House of Wisdom
Thanks to the use of clay tablets as a writing medium, cuneiform records have survived for thousands of
years, providing a fascinating glimpse into the political, economic, and religious institutions of ancient
Mesopotamia.

Atlantic Families
The Duke of Omnium is overwhelmed by the death of his vivacious wife, Lady Glencora. Once the British
Prime Minister, he is now in sole charge of his three wilful children. The Duke, troubled and without easy
relationships with any of his children, tries to impose his own will. But the result seems to move towards
calamity.

The Medieval Islamic Hospital
A masterful debut novel by Plimpton Prize winner Isabella Hammad, The Parisian illuminates a pivotal
period of Palestinian history through the journey and romances of one young man, from his studies in
France during World War I to his return to Palestine at the dawn of its battle for independence. Midhat
Kamal is the son of a wealthy textile merchant from Nablus, a town in Ottoman Palestine. A dreamer, a
romantic, an aesthete, in 1914 he leaves to study medicine in France, and falls in love. When Midhat returns
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to Nablus to find it under British rule, and the entire region erupting with nationalist fervor, he must find a
way to cope with his conflicting loyalties and the expectations of his community. The story of Midhat’s life
develops alongside the idea of a nation, as he and those close to him confront what it means to strive for
independence in a world that seems on the verge of falling apart. Against a landscape of political change that
continues to define the Middle East, The Parisian explores questions of power and identity, enduring love,
and the uncanny ability of the past to disrupt the present. Lush and immersive, and devastating in its power,
The Parisian is an elegant, richly-imagined debut from a dazzling new voice in fiction.

How Long 'til Black Future Month?
The Book of Curiosities is an eleventh-century Arabic account of the heavens and the Earth, illustrated by
remarkable maps and astronomical diagrams. This authoritative edition and translation opens a unique
window onto the geographical and astrological knowledge of medieval Islam.

The History of the Medieval World: From the Conversion of Constantine to the First
Crusade
The Travels of Sir John Mandeville is the chronicle of the alleged Sir John Mandeville, an explorer. His travels
were first published in the late 14th century, and influenced many subsequent explorers such as Christopher
Columbus.

Philosophy and the Young Child
For more than a quarter of a century, Pat Schneider has helped writers find and liberate their true voices.
Now, Schneider's acclaimed methods are made available in a single well-organized and highly readable
volume.

Dangerous Tastes
“Dan Jones is an entertainer, but also a bona fide historian. Seldom does one find serious scholarship so
easy to read.” – The Times, Book of the Year A New York Times bestseller, this major new history of the
knights Templar is “a fresh, muscular and compelling history of the ultimate military-religious crusading
order, combining sensible scholarship with narrative swagger" – Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of
Jerusalem A faltering war in the middle east. A band of elite warriors determined to fight to the death to
protect Christianity’s holiest sites. A global financial network unaccountable to any government. A sinister
plot founded on a web of lies. Jerusalem 1119. A small group of knights seeking a purpose in the violent
aftermath of the First Crusade decides to set up a new order. These are the first Knights Templar, a band of
elite warriors prepared to give their lives to protect Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land. Over the next two
hundred years, the Templars would become the most powerful religious order of the medieval world. Their
legend has inspired fervent speculation ever since. In this groundbreaking narrative history, Dan Jones tells
the true story of the Templars for the first time in a generation, drawing on extensive original sources to build
a gripping account of these Christian holy warriors whose heroism and alleged depravity have been shrouded
in myth. The Templars were protected by the pope and sworn to strict vows of celibacy. They fought the
forces of Islam in hand-to-hand combat on the sun-baked hills where Jesus lived and died, finding their
nemesis in Saladin, who vowed to drive all Christians from the lands of Islam. Experts at channeling money
across borders, they established the medieval world’s largest and most innovative banking network and
waged private wars against anyone who threatened their interests. Then, as they faced setbacks at the hands of
the ruthless Mamluk sultan Baybars and were forced to retreat to their stronghold in Cyprus, a vindictive and
cash-strapped King of France set his sights on their fortune. His administrators quietly mounted a damning
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case against the Templars, built on deliberate lies and false testimony. On Friday October 13, 1307, hundreds
of brothers were arrested, imprisoned and tortured, and the order was disbanded amid lurid accusations of
sexual misconduct and heresy. They were tried by the Pope in secret proceedings and their last master was
brutally tortured and burned at the stake. But were they heretics or victims of a ruthlessly repressive state?
Dan Jones goes back to the sources tobring their dramatic tale, so relevant to our own times, to life in a book
that is at once authoritative and compulsively readable.

Dynasty: A Very Short Introduction
The History of Philosophy
Best-selling French novelist Michel Houellebecq pays tribute to the master of horror, H. P. Lovecraft Part
biographical sketch, part pronouncement on existence and literature, the best-selling French novelist Michel
Houellebecq's H. P. Lovecraft: Against the World, Against Life, was published in France in 1991 and is the
first non-fiction text ever published by the author. Here, France's most famous contemporary author praises
his prewar American alter ego’s style, which couldn't be less like his own. With a foreword by Lovecraft
admirer Stephen King, this eloquently translated edition is an insightful introduction to both Lovecraft’s
dark mythology and Houellebecq’s deadpan prose.

Panaceia's Daughters
Lush Diodorus sets the lads on fire, But now another has him in his net - Timarion, the boy with wanton eyes
. . . Meleager, AP 12.109 Encompassing four thousand short poems and more, the ramshackle classic we call
the Greek Anthology gathers up a millennium of snapshots from ancient daily life. Its influence echoes not
merely in the classic tradition of the English epigram (Pope, Dryden) but in Rudyard Kipling, Ezra Pound,
Virgina Woolf, T. S. Eliot, H.D., and the poets of the First World War. Its variety is almost infinite.
Victorious armies, ruined cities, and Olympic champions share space with lovers' quarrels and laments for
the untimely dead - but also with jokes and riddles, art appreciation, potted biographies of authors, and
scenes from country life and the workplace. This selection of more than 600 epigrams in verse is the first
major translation from the Greek Anthology in nearly a century. Each of the Anthology's books of epigrams
is represented here, in manuscript order, and with extensive notes on the history and myth that lie behind
them.

Pure-bred Dogs, American Kennel Gazette
The first authoritative and accessible single-volume history of philosophy to cover both Western and Eastern
traditions, from one of the world's most eminent thinkers The story of philosophy is an epic tale, spanning
civilizations and continents. It explores some of the most creative minds in history. But not since the longpopular classic Bertrand Russell's A History of Western Philosophy, published in 1945, has there been a
comprehensive and entertaining single-volume history of this great, intellectual, world-shaping journey.
With characteristic clarity and elegance, A. C. Grayling takes the reader from the worldviews and moralities
before the age of the Buddha, Confucius, and Socrates through Christianity's capture of the European mind,
from the Renaissance and Enlightenment on to Mill, Nietzsche, Sartre and, finally, philosophy today.
Bringing together these many threads that all too often run parallel, he surveys in tandem the great
philosophical traditions of India, China and the Persian-Arabic world. Perfect for students and revelatory to
enthusiasts of philosophy, Grayling's narrative dramatizes the interchange between and within eras and
epochs, asking what we have learned, but also what progress is still to be made. Destined to be his magnum
opus, and astonishing in its range and accessibility, this is a landmark work.
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Cuneiform
The words of the Book of Common Prayer have permeated deep into the life and literature of the Englishspeaking world. For nearly five hundred years, and for countless people, it has provided a background
fanfare for a marriage or a funeral march at a burial. Yet this familiarity hides a violent and controversial
history. When it was first produced, the Book of Common Prayer provoked riots among Catholics, and
4,000 died in a rebellion in Devon and Cornwall to oppose it. In the civil wars of the seventeenth century, it
was banned by radical puritans, who believed it encouraged superstition and idolatry, and it caused riots all
over Scotland. Conversely, with the spread of the British Empire, it was translated into a host of global
languages and adopted as the basis for forms of worship in the United States and elsewhere. This edition
presents the work in three different states: the first edition of 1549, which brought the Reformation into
people's homes; the Elizabethan prayer book of 1559, familiar to Shakespeare and Milton; and the edition of
1662, which embodies the religious temper of the nation down to modern times. All texts are freshly edited
from original copies, preserving much of their original appearance, orthography, and punctuation. The
Introduction explains the historical significance of the book and the controversial process by which it was put
together and revised, the changes to the text from the Reformation to the Restoration of Charles II and the
1662 version, and the significance of the book for everyday life and for the history of the English language
and its literature. The book includes a glossary, extensive notes, and two appendices.

The Duke's Children
A myth-shattering view of the Islamic world's myriad scientific innovations and the role they played in
sparking the European Renaissance. Many of the innovations that we think of as hallmarks of Western
science had their roots in the Arab world of the middle ages, a period when much of Western Christendom
lay in intellectual darkness. Jim al- Khalili, a leading British-Iraqi physicist, resurrects this lost chapter of
history, and given current East-West tensions, his book could not be timelier. With transporting detail, alKhalili places readers in the hothouses of the Arabic Enlightenment, shows how they led to Europe's cultural
awakening, and poses the question: Why did the Islamic world enter its own dark age after such a dazzling
flowering?

The Time Traveler's Guide to Elizabethan England
A look at the rebellious thinkers who are challenging old ideas with their insights into the ways countless
elements of complex systems interact to produce spontaneous order out of confusion

Complexity
Wonder, Image, and Cosmos in Medieval Islam
A brilliant and concise account of the lives and ideas of the great philosophers—Plato, Aristotle, Bacon,
Spinoza, Voltaire, Kant, Schopenhauer, Spencer, Nietzsche, Bergson, Croce, Russell, Santayana, James, and
Dewey—The Story of Philosophy is one of the great books of our time. Few write for the non-specialist as
well as Will Durant, and this book is a splendid example of his eminently readable scholarship. Durant’s
insight and wit never cease to dazzle; The Story of Philosophy is a key book for any reader who wishes to
survey the history and development of philosophical ideas in the Western world.

The Parisian
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For thousands of years bloodlines have been held as virtually unassailable credentials for leadership, with
supreme political power perceived as a family affair across the globe and throughout history. At the heart of
royal dynasties, kings were inflated to superhuman proportions, yet their status came at a price: whilst they
may have reigned, they were very often ruled by others who sheltered behind the ruler's proclaimed
omnipotence. Descent through the female line also occurred, subverting our common view of dynasty as
built on father-son succession. Everywhere, women were important as mothers of boy-kings, and could even
rule in their own right in some places. In this Very Short Introduction Jeroen Duindam connects the earliest
history of kings and queens to contemporary examples of family-based leadership. His sweeping overview of
five millennia of dynastic rule brings to light recurring predicaments of families on the throne. Examining
persistent family conflict and the dilemmas of leadership, he shows how the challenge of governing the family
was balanced by the necessity of family scions, close or distant, for the survival of dynasties. Tensions between
ageing fathers and eager sons can be found among ancient kings as well as in modern business empires.
Guidebooks for rulers throughout history provided counsel that will appear strikingly familiar to
contemporary leaders. The thoughts and confessions of rulers added a more personal touch to these rules of
thumb. Throughout, Duindam sheds light not only on similarities, but also on divergence and change in
dynastic practice. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

All the Time in the World
"Delightful and complex. When Dalby blends the spices, the result is unique and irresistible."—Alan
Davidson, author of The Oxford Companion to Food

The Templars
This is the first volume to take a broad historical sweep of the close relation between medicines and poisons
in the Western tradition, and their interconnectedness. They are like two ends of a spectrum, for the same
natural material can be medicine or poison, depending on the dose, and poisons can be transformed into
medicines, while medicines can turn out to be poisons. The book looks at important moments in the history
of the relationship between poisons and medicines in European history, from Roman times, with the Greek
physician Galen, through the Renaissance and the maverick physician Paracelsus, to the present, when
poisons are actively being turned into beneficial medicines.
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